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With hot drinks and 
even-hotter girls, Natalie 
Nguyen is trying to 
uncloak the enclave’s 
most enduring mystery: 
Vietnamese coffee shops 
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BRERST 
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Over 17,000 procedures performed, 
rdable prices with no hidden fees! 


(complete) 

AUTHOR OF WELL RECOGNIZED 
BREAST AUGMENTATION BOOK 


$ 2,900 


(NO HIDDEN FEES) 


LIPOSCULPTURE 

UPPER ROD 
LOUUER RBDOmER 

(complete) 

AUTHOR OF WELL RECOGNIZED 
LIPOSUCTION BOOK 



TUMMY TUCK STARTING AT $ 3,900 

WITH FREE AREA OF UPO 

FULLER LIPS $385 

RESTYLANE/JUVEDERM 

PHOTO FACIAL $99 
BOTOX $99 

PER AREA 

SCLEROTHERAPY $99 

PER AREA 

N $69 

LASER HAIR REMOVAL BIKINI/FACE $69 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION AND FULL LIST OF SERVICES VISIT YOUNGERLOOK.COM 
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Submit your artwork for a chance to be featured at OC 
Weekly’s Artopia, a celebration of art and culture to honor 
our much-anticipated special issue, OC People 2014. After the 
finalists are hand selected by OC Weekly, the public will then 
vote on which local artists will be showcased at the big event! 

SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM 

JANUARY 9TH - 30TH 

^wmocweekly.com/artopia2014 

TO SHARE VOUR WORK! 
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Pot-secute Me! 

Jason D. Andrews took on OC’s marijuana laws and 

won, thanks to a hung jury 

BYNICKSCHOU 


D epending on your perspective, 
Jason D. Andrews is either an 
anachronistic victim of America’s 
lingering reefer madness, or he’s the 
luckiest criminal defendant in the recent 
annals of the war on weed. 

Seventeen years after California vot¬ 
ers overwhelm¬ 
ingly approved 
Proposition 215, the 
Oira so-called “Compas- 

■y>l /^yf""f" sionate Use Act,” 

U-LAJ ^ OCX many medical- 

marijuana activists 

continue to face criminal prosecution, 
often without the ability to even men¬ 
tion “medical marijuana” in their own 
defense. Andrews, a Fullerton resident 
and founder of the Pro215.com cannabis 
collective, is one of them. 

That said, it’s hard to imagine a more 
bizarre story of how this particular pot 
activist ended up in the crosshairs of the 
law. In fact, you could kind of say he vol¬ 
unteered for the job. 

Following a 25-year construction 
career, Andrews suffered four ruptured 
discs in his spine thanks to a pair of car 
crashes. He also says he suffers from post- 
traumatic stress disorder because his 
mother bled to death in his arms 15 years 
ago after throat surgery gone wrong. In 
2008, after years of self-medicating with 
marijuana, he got a physician’s statement 
allowing him to grow and possess up to 
52 ounces of cannabis per year, as well as 
a state-issued primary caregiver’s card. 
The next year, he filed articles of incor¬ 
poration and obtained a seller’s permit 
for Pro215.com, a public benefit corpora¬ 
tion with the stated purpose of providing 
“medicine to patients who are unable to 
provide for themselves.” 

Through his collective, Andrews grew 
marijuana and provided it to people who 
qualified to smoke cannabis under state 
law. Any leftover pot was provided to 
other collectives of which he was a mem¬ 
ber, including Mark Moen’s ill-fated 215 
Agenda (see “Marijuana Martyr,” April 9, 
2010) and Cafe Vale Tudo, both of which 
were located in the same Lake Forest 
mini-mall until city officials backed by 
federal prosecutors succeeded in forcing 
the landlord to evict them at the risk of 
losing his property. 

On Oct. 12, 2010, Andrews and his wife, 
also a card-carrying cannabis patient, vis¬ 
ited the Cafe Vale Tudo collective with a 
pound of marijuana. “I asked them if they 
wanted it, and they said ‘no,’” Andrews 
says. “They owed me some money, and 
I left with an IOU and the pound of 
medicine I brought with me.” As it turned 
out, a pair of Orange County sheriff’s 
detectives were sitting in the parking lot, 
surveilling the dispensary. They followed 


Andrews’ black Dodge Ram pickup truck 
northbound on Interstate 5 and pulled 
him over near Tustin Ranch Road. 

According to the detectives’ report 
on the incident, they could smell a 
“strong odor of marijuana” when they 
approached the truck. Andrews appeared 
nervous, the report states, and he “contin¬ 
ued to talk about medical marijuana with¬ 
out being questioned.” Inside a bag, they 
found two 8-ounce sacks of marijuana, as 
well as $5,800 in cash, much of it rubber- 
banded in rolls of $20 bills. Andrews also 
had approximately $600 in his wallet. 

According to Andrews, the money was 
change from when he purchased a $5,000 
ring for his wife with proceeds from a “car 
settlement.” However, based on the pot 
and cash in the car, as well as numerous 
text messages on Andrews’ cell phone 
with exchanges such as “Just cut down 
10 pounds of the Super silver haze” and 
“How much is a q of the bubba,” the detec¬ 
tives surmised that “Jason may have been 
selling marijuana.” After seizing both the 
marijuana and the money, detectives cited 
Andrews for speeding and released him, 
“pending further investigation.” 

Weeks went by, and no charges were 
filed—although he wasn’t getting his cash 
back any time soon. Andrews might have 
considered himself lucky and walked 
away. Instead, by his own admission, he 
began telephoning the detectives and, 
eventually, the Orange County district 
attorney’s office, demanding to know 
whether he was going to be prosecuted. 
“Because I’m an activist, I started calling 
the sheriffs who pulled me over, the DA, 
watch commanders, captains. I asked 
the same question: ‘What is your process 
regardingthe California ID card? Don’t 
you know how to verify it?”’ 

Finally, all those calls appeared to pay 
off. Andrews says an exasperated detec¬ 
tive told him “if I didn’t stop harassing 
him, he’d file charges.” The following 
Monday, Andrews checked the sheriff’s 
department website for arrest warrants 
and saw his name on the list, he says. 

He retained an experienced marijuana 
defense attorney, Christopher Glew, and 
went to court. Immediately, according 
to Glew, prosecutors offered Andrews 
an amazing deal: Cop to a misdemeanor 
charge of pot possession, commit no 
crimes for a year, and the case will disap¬ 
pear from your record. He refused. 

“The information I received was 
that the case was filed because of Mr. 
Andrews’ incessant hounding of law 
enforcement,” Glew says. “They were just 
going to let it go, but there were several 
offers he rejected to make sure he had his 
day in court.” 

Andrews testified in his defense dur¬ 
ing the summer 2012 trial, and, accord¬ 



ing to Glew, he acquitted himself well. 
“He didn’t dodge any questions,” Glew 
says. “It’s always a gamble, but it prob¬ 
ably helped him because he was brutally 
honest.” Unfortunately, Glew adds, the 
judge refused to allow him to mention 
medical marijuana in his closing argu¬ 
ments, thus hamstringing his trial strat¬ 
egy at the proverbial 11th hour. “If you 
can’t mention state law, the Compassion¬ 
ate Use Act, then there is no defense,” 
Glew explains. “I had to stand in front of 
the jury and tell them that Mr. Andrews’ 
actions were legitimate, but I couldn’t 
mention any evidence.” 

What neither Glew nor anyone else 
could have possibly predicted was that 
one of the jurors simply could not bring 
himself to convict Andrews, given that 
he felt his actions were legal under state 
law. Call it an insanely fortunate stroke 
of luck. The juror, who asked to remain 
anonymous, now says he resisted pres¬ 
sure from other jurors, including one who 
feared she was going to miss an important 
business meeting, to find Andrews guilty 
and move on with their lives. 

“All of the other jurors were like, ‘Why 
are you wasting our time?”’ he recalls. 
“They made me talk to the judge, saying 


I was trying to corrupt justice.” 

The juror says he answered several 
questions, and without admonishing him, 
the judge told him to continue deliberat¬ 
ing. Because Andrews had gone “through 
all the hoops the county and state told 
him to go through,” the juror adds, “they 
can’t tell you to do that, and then say 
you’re in the wrong.” 

After several days of fruitless delib¬ 
erations, the trial ended in a hung jury. 
Andrews’ second trial was originally 
scheduled for January 2013, but it has 
been subjected to several delays. Since 
then, following a substantial federal 
crackdown on California’s medical-mar¬ 
ijuana industry, voters in Colorado and 
Washington states legalized recreational 
pot, a goal that is shared by no less than 
three competing initiatives likely to go 
before voters in November 2014. 

Andrews is clearly a man on a mis¬ 
sion. He’s determined to get his case 
before another jury. “My goal is to get 
the laws changed,” he says. “It is going 
to take people like me to go out and 
make a little noise because if nobody 
does, more people will go through the 
same thing I did.” 

NSCHOU@OCWEEKLY.COM 
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;ask a mexican!» 



DEAR PHONY MEXI¬ 
CAN: One of my pet 
peeves is Latinos 
who pronounce 
their last names 
with Anglo accents. 

For example, Rod-driguez 
instead of Roh-driguez. I would love it 
if you would address this. Personally, I 
believe we Latinos should educate Anglos 
on correct pronunciation. 

Gomez the Groper 


DEARWAB: Before you start correcting 
Anglos and pochoson howto properly pro¬ 
nounce Hispanic surnames, you might want 
to take a remedial course—it's Roh-drEE-gehz 
(emphasis on the second syllable; hence, the 
use of an accent overthe i in Rodriguez). But 
your question reminds me of a Hollywood 
story that just might be apocryphal but is a 
good one. Seems there was a Mexican who 
wanted to make it into the film industry as a— 
take your pick—writer, producer or director. 
His last name was Torres, and he couldn't find 
a gig. Desperate, the man changed his last 
name to Towers, and he cried all the way to 
the bank. Moral of the story? While custodi¬ 
ans of Cervantes want everyone to pronounce 
all Spanish words in a way that satisfies the 
Real Academia Espanola, people are going 
to call themselves whatever they want and 
change how they pronounce their own names 
if it makes them feel better. Of course, if a 
gabacho does it, then we cry racism all the 
way to the banco. 


DEAR MEXICAN: I dated an illegal Mexican 
from Oaxaca for almost a year and a half. 
We would sit in my car on his breaks from 
work, or go for lunch at a Mexican restau¬ 
rant. He never wanted me to call him at 


» GUSTAVO ARELLANO 

his work and never wanted me to come 
to his apartment. He said he didn't have a 
phone where he lived, and he wasn't will¬ 
ing to get to know my family or even meet 
them. Whenever I would question him 
and ask him when he was going to spend 
time with me and my family, he would 
say, "Next time" or, "Almost." Are all illegal 
Mexicans this vague? Was he afraid of 
being caught? He has lived in the U.S. for 
almost 10 years. Would you please shed 
some light on the living arrangements and 
the lifestyles of the illegal Mexicans and 
their thought processes? 

Gabacha No Comprendo 

DEAR GABACHA : It ain't the undocumented 
part of your Oaxacan that caused him to keep 
you at arm's length; it was the man part. Ever 
heard of Leykis 101 ? This hombre seems to 
have followed it to the teeth, so kudos to him 
and sucks to be you. Hey, Tom: Blow me up, 
jAsk a Mexican! style! 

DEAR MEXICAN: I suggest you replace 
the jAsk a Mexican! column (as they are 
a dime-a-dozen, and don't we already 
know by now what they think) with Ask 
an Anglo, Social Conservative Male as 
we are the new minority and ready to 
be embraced, welcomed, defended and 
promoted as a victimized demographic. 

I volunteer. 

Iowan Idiot 

DEAR GABACHO : Sorry—Hugh Hewitt 
already took that pendejo gig. 


ASK THE MEXICAN 

at themexican@askamexican.net, be his fan on 
Facebook, follow him on Twitter or ask him a 
video question at youtube.com/askamexicano! 



HeyYou! 

»ANONYMOUS 


Identity Thief 

Y ou're the thief who stole my brief¬ 
case from the FedEx office on Dec. 
14, and you are sooo busted! The secu¬ 
rity video has you stealing what does 
not belong to you, and that evidence is 
now with the Costa Mesa Police Depart¬ 
ment. FedEx does not take lightly rob¬ 
beries being committed in their estab¬ 
lishments, and that goes for me, the 
owner, as well. You might get lucky with 
just a petty-theft arrest, but an identity- 
theft rap is a felony! A whole lotta locals 
have your description and are looking 
for you, so it's not IF but WHEN. Do the 
right thing and return my stuff to where 
you found it—or else. 


HEY, YOU! SEND ANONYMOUS THANKS, CONFESSIONS OR ACCUSATIONS—CHANGING OR DELETING THE 
NAMES OFTHE GUILTY AND INNOCENT-TO "HEY, YOU!" C/0 OC WEEKLY, 2975 RED HILL AVE., STE. 150, 
COSTA MESA, CA 92626, OR EMAIL US AT LETTERS@OCWEEKLY.COM. 


VITAL 

IMAGING 

1 


800.400.9674 

www.vitalimaging.com 




The easiest scan 

you will ever have. _ 

Vital Imaging's Gravitic™ technology 

makes a comfortable and accurate scan possible. 

Ask your doctor about Vital Imaging today or visit 

www.vitalimaging.com to learn more. 


£ Wednesdays 




FOOTBALL 

on Monday Nights 


$3 Drink Specials 


Text “OCKILT” 

to “71441” 

for Promotions and Special Events 


TILTED KILT ORANGE 

1625 West Katella Ave • Orange, CA 92867 
714 - 633-5458 • orange.tiltedkilt.com 
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Give the Gift of Man’s Best Friend 



this Holiday Season! 

TOP QUALITY PUREBRED BULLDOG PUPPIES! 
$ 2500-3000 


Beautiful 11 week old 
AKC Tricolor English 
Bulldogs and AKC Blue 
Line French Bulldogs. 

Rare hungarian bloodline 
First round of shots and 
Trifexis are included with 
purchase. 

CALL NOW! 714.486.9468 
714.654.2832 


increase 

Sexual Performance 

we can help with Female Sexual Dysfunction, 
Premature Ejaculations, Erectile Dysfunction & more. 
Sexual Enhancement Medical Center 
3140 Red Hill Ave, Costa Mesa 714.966.2850 


WE BUY GUNS! 

Sell your Guns Legally 
Will make house calls, Lie. Dealer, 
Will DO all Legal Paperwork. 

Call John 949-500-5944 
fine-firearms.com 


★Standup Comedy Workshop^ 

Taught by 20 year veteran standup pro. 

More info Avww.KillerKomedy.com 949-313-1030 


ALWAYS BE ABLETO PERFORM 

VIAGRA ONLY $4, CIALIS ONLY $5 

9 

PRICELESS 

$$ LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE $$ 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

424-243-6337 

WWW.MENSCLUBUSA.COM 


Earn $45,000 + 1st year - Multi-Media Advertising Sales 


EIWEEKLY is looking for a self-starter, goal driven, money 
motivated natural, passionate sales person to sell a cool 
product that helps businesses grow. 



a base salary, 

/ / commission, bonus \ 
7 incentives & excellent 
i benefits. 

i - _ 

C' Ex £ ected earnings • 
the first year is 

^$45,000+ A 


nppucnnTS rust hrve= 

• Outside B to B sales experience 

• Ability to cold call 

• Ability to work under deadlines 

Online sales/marketing experience is a plus 


If you are looking to sell something cool, 
have a fun career, and work for a stable 
growing company, send your resume to 
smabry@ocweekly.com 


There is a solution for 
every client with multi¬ 
media advertising: weekly 
publications, special custom 
publishing pieces, online 
display ads, e-newsletters, SMS 
text messages & more! 


Does SCHIZOPHRENIA 
make it hard to focus? 
plan? remember? 

Are you 20-55 years of age? 
Diagnosed for at least 2 years? 
Currently taking psychotic medication? 
Join our research study. 

Call OC Research Trials 714-289-1100 


Couples Only Luxury NUDE 
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MICHELLE AND HER GIRLS 


should be shivering. 

It just rained, and the temperature is still snugly below 
60 degrees even though it’s 3 in the afternoon. She, Yari, 
Diamy and their half-dozen or so co-workers are half- 
naked, wearing dark lace teddies, brightly colored lingerie 
with bottoms two sizes too small or flesh-colored swim¬ 
suits as they wait on customers at Cafe Lu in Santa Ana. 
Even the heater can’t keep out blasts of cold every time 
someone enters. But there’s no time to be freezing—the 
Vietnamese coffeehouse is buzzing. 

The Cafe Lu girls seem to be doing what you’d expect 
half-naked, beautiful women to be doing on the clock: 
little to nothing. They play cards with customers, gossip 
about fashion (as well as themselves and their patrons) and 
check their phones, all while occasionally taking drags off 
e-cigarettes. But these ladies are also working their asses 
off, stirring cups of ca phe sua da (Vietnamese iced coffee) 
and topping off tall glasses of frosty jasmine tea in between 
hands of 13, a popular Vietnamese card game in which four 
players take turns trying to get rid of their cards as fast as 
they can. 

“It can be a little cold sometimes,” Diamy says, sitting 
down momentarily to banter and top off a glass of tea. “But 
it’s good work. I get paid twice what I normally would, and 
to do what? Make coffee? Pour tea?” 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 » 
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And with that, she’s up again, checking 
on the other tables. 

Caphe mat me, lingerie cafes, Vietnam¬ 
ese coffee shops, ca phe bikini —whatever 
you call them, they remain the most mys¬ 
terious, misunderstood feature of Little 
Saigon, subject of urban legends, constant 
police surveillance and embarrassment 
for assimilated Vietnamese Americans. 
Until recently the storefronts catered 
almost exclusively to older, male, mostly 
Vietnamese clientele. Drive down Euclid 
Street, the Champs-Elysees of this scene, 
and commuters can see at least half a 
dozen nestled in plazas and strip malls, 
bordering bakeries, Catholic churches 
and Buddhist temples in Santa Ana and 
Garden Grove. 

It’s a phenomenon almost exclusive to 
Orange County in the Vietnamese dias¬ 
pora. Other major enclaves in the United 
States—San Jose, Seattle, Houston, San 
Diego, New Orleans—have only a couple, 
nowhere near the offerings of Little Sai¬ 
gon’s arsenal: open from 7 a.m. until 11 
p.m. (officially), with an army of girls fresh 
from high school and local colleges offer¬ 
ing perky service and strong drinks while 
wearing a thong, bra and 7-inch stilettos. 

Due to the nature of the uniforms 
and patrons, the coffee shops have been 
an easy target for controversy, both in 
the United States and abroad. But they 
continue to persist. In the past decade, 
the uniforms have gone skimpier, the 
waitresses have diversified, and the entre¬ 
preneurs have used the powers of social 
media to showcase their girls and draw in 
new crowds, just as traditional American 
bars have long done with their bartenders. 

And if Cafe Lu owner Natalie Nguyen 
has it her way, the Vietnamese coffee 
shop is about to go national. 

F rom the outside, Vietnamese cof¬ 
fee shops look as universally rote 
as Starbucks. Nearly every one 
features similarly large, sort-of-but-not- 


really tinted windows that take up the 
width of the property. The tint is not 
completely opaque, revealing a small 
hint of the staff inside to comply with 
new laws. Large, backlit marquees (usu¬ 
ally in red, lucky and better to pierce 
through the night) hang over doorways. 
“No loitering” signs guard both the front 
and back of the stores, as required by law. 
Inside, most shops are wallpapered in 
flat-screen TVs showing sports and lot¬ 
tery numbers. 

From there, though, Little Saigon 
offers a strata of experiences, all reflect¬ 
ing aspects of the Vietnamese commu¬ 
nity based on how fresh off the boat its 
patrons are. 

On one level are places such as Cafe Di 
Vang 2 in Garden Grove, which cater to a 
mostly middle-aged clientele. During the 
early evening, customers smoke indoors, 
ashing their cigarettes on the ground and 
discarding the butts on the floor. The 
ceiling-mounted speakers playing tinny, 
underproduced Vietnamese pop music, 
punctuated by the occasional cover of an 
American classic-rock or ’70s-pop song, 
pierce the smoke screen. As the night 
passes, the crowds get slightly younger, 
but no more American. Thumpy EDM 
replaces the outdated pop music. The 
clientele keep mainly to themselves, for 
the most part only interacting with wait¬ 
resses when ordering. Running contrary 
to stereotype, the regulars here often 
seem more interested in homework, busi¬ 
ness deals, sports and newspapers than 
the girls. 

During a recent night at Cafe Di Vang 
2, patrons consoled one another over not 
winning the lottery. "I’m so poor right 
now,” one man in his mid-40s said. “What 
I would do if I won the lottery. I’d never 
have to worry about anything again. I’d be 
set for life.” 

“Someone has to win,” an older 
man replied. 

Across the room, a guy in his early 30s 
speaks loudly into his phone: “My girl¬ 
friend hasn’t gotten back to me all day.” 

A block down Euclid is Cafe M. Cutie, 
which caters to a slightly more Ameri¬ 
can crowd. The people who go there are 
much younger, barely breaking their 30s, 
and non-Vietnamese patrons are a more 
common site. The place is less smoky, 
thanks in part to the doors that open to an 
outside patio and partly thanks to the fact 
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that many patrons are using e-cigarettes. 
Vietnamese pop music is nearly nonexis¬ 
tent, replaced by R&B, EDM, and Top 40. 

Down another block, Cafe Dien Anh, 
which exclusively attracts old Vietnamese 
men, doesn’t even attempt to be hip or 
assimilatory. There’s no moody, club-like 
lighting; the fluorescents are on full, illu¬ 
minating every speck of ash. Cai luong, 
Vietnamese folk opera, plays quietly in the 
background. The cafe is like a pho res¬ 
taurant without a kitchen, complete with 
spartan flooring and rows of small, two- 
person tables arranged in a rough grid. 

Cafe Lu sits on the outskirts of both 
Little Saigon and the Vietnamese cafe 
galaxy. It attracts a much younger, less 
Vietnamese crowd. The windows are mir¬ 
rored, not tinted, and there’s no smoking 
allowed, by order of the owner. Unlike 
other such cafes, it also sells actual food- 
snacks that you’d expect to find at Cha for 
Tea or Taste a. Though the clientele is still 
heavily male, the occasional woman or 
two can be found inside. Even the music is 
different, a little moodier, sultrier—Lana 
Del Rey takes the place of Paris By Night. 

If there’s one thing all of these shops 
have in common, it’s that the girls work¬ 
ing there are attractive and know exactly 
what they’re doing: acting as eye candy 
for men who could be their uncles, 
fathers or even grandfathers. 


Diamy, a slim, buxom Vietnamese- 
American in her early 20s, has been 
working in coffee shops for five years, 
her time split between half a dozen dif¬ 
ferent operations across Little Saigon. At 
Cafe Lu, she’s wearing a matching pair of 
bra and panties, their dark blue contrast¬ 
ing against her light skin. She’s a con¬ 
summate professional, playing cards and 
batting eyelashes. She moves between 
tables effortlessly, joining and leaving 
conversations with a smile and a pitcher 
of tea in hand. 

But it hasn’t always been this way. 
Growing up in the United States after 
leaving Saigon in fourth grade, she 
couldn’t even imagine working in a coffee 
shop until the pay—and a tiny bit of curi¬ 
osity—drew her in. 

“A normal girl wouldn’t want to work 
here,” Diamy admits. “A lot of people think 
really bad things about us, and I used to be 
one of those people, too. But I was looking 
for something to do, and my brother men¬ 
tioned that it wasn’t that bad. I found out 
how much I could make, and from then on, 
I looked at it a little differently. 

“I like working here,” she continues. 
“It’s easy, and I get along with my boss 
well. She’s more like a friend than a boss.” 

Working only 15 hours per week spread 
over five shifts, Diamy spends the rest 
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other time the way any other American 
girl would: going out with friends, having 
fun ... and doing the rare photo shoot. 
Despite her five years in the business, she 
plans to one day leave the coffee shops. 
“I’m going to sponsor my mom to come 
here soon,” says Diamy, whose mom still 
lives near Saigon. “She’s going to sell a 
few of her houses over there and open a 
nail salon here. I’m going to help her out 
with that.” 


Michelle checks on her tables before 
sitting back down between a reporter and 
a group of four young, well-dressed Asian 
men playing 13. They all perk up as she 
joins them. 

“Where are you from?” one of them 
asks cloyingly. “Are you from down 
here? You look familiar. Have I seen you 
in LA before?” 

The guy sitting directly between the 
two shows Michelle his hand and asks, 
“What should I play next?” 

Michelle takes a look at the cards. 

“I look familiar?” Michelle asks. 

The friends joke, each trying to one-up 
the masculinity of the others in front of her. 

“I’m the best at cards; too bad you have 
to play against me,” says a third man sit¬ 
ting across the small table. 

His turn over, the first man speaks up 
again: “I like your tats, what do they say?” 



Yari, a two-year veteran of the business, 
has been at Cafe Lu for a month. One 
of several non-Vietnamese girls (she’s 
Latina), she occasionally greets Mexican 
guests in Spanish. She says she enjoys the 
relationships that come out of her work. 
“A lot of the girls are really close,” she 
says, gesturing to a white coffee girl in the 
kitchen. “I’ve stayed at her house. 

“Talking with the customers is nice,” 
she continues. “You get to know people. 
You develop a following. The regulars 
follow you on Instagram; they’re almost 
more like friends than customers.” 

Michelle, a slim Vietnamese American 
server with tattoos inked in Gothic font 
over her shoulder and ribs, has been work¬ 
ing at coffee shops for five months—shorter 
than the longest-serving girls, but longer 
than many others. She started at Cafe Lu 
only two weeks ago, upset at the nonexis¬ 
tent shifts she received at other shops. 

“At my old place, they’d only give me 
one shift a week, and sometimes they’d 
dock my pay if I was too late,” Michelle 
says. “I came here, and they gave me a 
bunch of shifts right away. I’m thinking 
about leaving [the others] and working 
here exclusively.” 

Today, she’s wearing a two-tone outfit 
consisting of a black bottom with a flesh- 
colored top. “Soon, I’m going to start my 
own clothing line,” she says, getting up to 
fill someone else’s tea. 

“Street wear?” someone asks. 

She smiles. “How’d you know?” 


“‘Bad Manner’ and ‘Money Over Every¬ 
thing,”’ Michelle replies. 

They all laugh and continue joking and 
playing as she shuffles for the next game. 

S hops that serve Vietnamese coffee 
have existed as long as the country¬ 
men have lived in the United States, 
according to Jeff Brody, communications 
professor at Cal State Fullerton and a 
former Orange County Register scribe; 
he was among the first American report¬ 
ers to cover the Vietnamese American 
community. These lounges mimicked the 
coffee culture of pre-war Vietnam, where 
women in resplendent ao dais would 
serve coffee and tea to men in smoky set¬ 
tings out of The Quiet American. In the 
States, they became the latest in a long 
line of establishments for immigrant men 
in America who needed a place to go 
after work to relax and ogle women. All 
the groups had them: miners had whore¬ 
houses, Koreans had tea houses, Mexicans 
flocked to seafood restaurants, and Chi¬ 
nese of yore kept to opium dens. And, just 
as with its predecessors, the Little Saigon 
coffeehouse became a magnet for legal 
scrutiny and mainstream disapproval. 

Orange County almost immediately 
took a disliking to the coffeehouses, as 
non-Vietnamese were almost always 
stared out of the room before entering. 

It also didn’t help that, as with most 
businesses catering to immigrant men, 
violence plagued the industry. A rash of 
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murders in cafes in Garden Grove and 
Westminster during the early 1990s put 
city officials on attack—and reporters in 
full-on yellow peril mode. 

An Oct. 21,1993, Los Angeles Times 
headline blared, “3 Shot Down in Attack 
Near Little Saigon.” A1996 Times article 
following a murder at a local coffeehouse 
quoted Westminster Police Department 
Sergeant Jack Davidson as saying, “This 
is an ongoing problem in Little Saigon 
coffeehouses. This breed of coffeehouses, 
which look like small nightclubs, is a 

haven for... gang members to meet_ 

Even in the daytime, officers cannot go 
inside without a flashlight.” 

Council members in Westminster 
and Garden Grove proposed ordinances 
for the coffee shops; nothing ever hap¬ 
pened, and more popped up. But it wasn’t 
until the Vietnamese community grew 
larger and more assimilated, according to 
Nguyen—herself a co hanged phe (“cof¬ 
fee girl” in Vietnamese) during the 1990s 
before buying Cafe Lu in 2002—that the 
uniforms grew smaller. 

“Back in the day, we were very con¬ 
servative,” she says. “In 1994, we’d wear 
shorts or jeans and go to work for $4.25 
an hour. Everything was very simple. But 
slowly, the Vietnamese community got 
bigger, less conservative. We switched 
to wearing long traditional dresses, then 
mini dresses and heels. 

“Then,” Nguyen continues. “We slowly 
changed to lingerie, bikinis.” 

Shops began to try to outdo one 
another in an arms race of skimpiness, 
shedding more and more clothing. Some 


waitresses began working in pasties and 
thongs. As the clothing shrank, cafes 
exploded across Little Saigon—at one 
point, Garden Grove alone had more than 
50. And with an increase in shops came a 
demand for more girls. 

When Vietnamese coffee shops began 
to open stateside, owners hired mainly 
women to serve their patrons, just as they 
did in the fatherland. The work was sim¬ 
ple and required little English, and it was 
the perfect place for recently immigrated 
women to start working. As the industry 
expanded, more Vietnamese American 
and mixed-race girls began working. 

“I was the first one to do body paint,” 


Nguyen says proudly. “I think body paint 
is like art, but then every shop went crazy 
and the raids happened. No more ghetto 
stuff now.” 

And with more business came crime 
anew. This time, gangs sought to shake 
down cafe owners for protection money 
and would conduct their business at 
the cafes, even opening some as fronts 
for other operations. And allegations of 
human trafficking and “happy endings” 
swirled in Orange County’s non-Vietnam¬ 
ese imagination, even if there was little 
hard evidence. 

In 2011, driven by claims of increased 
crime, decreased clothing and illegal 


gambling, area law enforcement raided 
multiple coffee shops, seizing more than 
180 gambling machines and $145,000 in 
suspected gambling profits. Working with 
Westminster and Garden Grove council 
members, they helped to craft regulations 
seeking to strangle coffeehouses out of 
existence. When the new rules aimed at 
the shops were debated at City Hall, Viet¬ 
namese American community members 
took arms on both sides. 

“Waitresses leave the coffee shop not 
wearing anything but a sheer dress,” a 
resident told Garden Grove City Council 
members during the 2011 hearings. “You 
» CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 
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can see 99 percent of their private parts. 
You can see shapes! This is indecent 
exposure. They say [the coffeehouses] are 
turning into gentlemen’s clubs. I think it’s 
a lot worse than that.” 

The controversy even reached Viet¬ 
nam, where it became an opportunity 
for Communist-run newspapers to trash 
the ever-corrupting ways of the United 
States. “One day last March, I met Tuyen 
in California,” wrote a columnist for 
Hanoi-based Bao Dat Viet. “Unable to 
stay in an abusive marriage, she divorced 
her husband and left him with only a few 
hundred dollars to her name. 

“With sad eyes,” the columnist con¬ 
tinued. “Tuyen told me of her tragedy of 
moving to the United States.... Tuyen 
said, whether hot or cold, winter or sum¬ 
mer, she and the other waitresses were 
only allowed two pieces of clothing to 


It’s like a restaurant. If the food is good, 
anyone would go.” 

Nevertheless, new laws were passed 
in Garden Grove and Westminster that 
brought heavy regulation to the cafes. 

No more late hours, no minors during 
school hours, no more smoking. Shops in 
Westminster were basically chased out of 
the city by an ordinance that banned TVs 
and music in “cafes, coffeehouses and tea 
houses.” Waitresses in both cities were 
ordered to cover their breasts, pubic areas 
and the “natal cleft” (the legal term for 
one’s butt crack). 

Windows in Garden Grove coffee¬ 
houses were ordered to not be tinted to 
the point at which police officers couldn’t 
see inside. Cafes were to not dim their 
lighting enough to restrict vision, have 
any “amusement devices” (video games 
that could be converted into illegal gam¬ 
bling machines) or karaoke, or allow 
patrons to—according to Garden Grove 
municipal code—“indulge in boisterous 
conduct or use of profanity.” While Santa 
Ana doesn’t have these kinds of laws on 
the books, its shops immediately began to 
self-regulate in fear of retaliation. 

The strategy to legally crack down on 
the coffeehouses was largely successful. 
Law enforcement insists that Asian gang- 
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cover the intimate areas of their body. 
They had to wear 10-[centimeter] heels 
and gaudy makeup to attract customers.” 

But the attack on the coffeehouses also 
sparked an outpouring of support from 
cafe owners and their fans. PhoBolsaTV, 
a popular YouTube channel covering 
the Vietnamese American community, 
released several interviews discussing the 
shops. The most-viewed clip features a 
man defending them as a mostly innocent 
place to relax. When questioned about 
possible gang involvement, he responded 
by saying, “If a place has a good reputation, 
everyone will want to go there. Gang mem¬ 
ber, non-gang member, it doesn’t matter. 


sters rarely, if ever, frequent coffee shops 
anymore; because of the complete ban 
on amusement devices in Garden Grove, 
illegal gambling has gone down. Several of 
the cafes that were raided—including Skyy 
Cafe, Missi Cafe and Cafe Passion—have 
closed. Some reported decreased revenues, 
and many owners sold their shops, but Cafe 
Lu was, according to Nguyen, mostly unaf¬ 
fected because of its diversified clientele. 

And that’s where she saw an opportunity. 

n a far corner of her coffee shop, 
Nguyen sits with a group of regulars, 
large square sunglasses covering 
most of her face despite the dimmed 
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interior. A petite Vietnamese woman 
nearing 40 but looking no older than 
26, she tends to her guests with aplomb, 
effortlessly greeting VIPs with a smile 
and a light touch on the arm. 

“Back in the day, when I first started 
working, Cafe Lu was on Newhope and 
First [in Santa Ana]. It was very small, a 
tiny shop,” Nguyen says. “The Vietnamese 
community back then was so small; now, 
we get a lot of visitors from everywhere. 

“The first two weeks in America, I 
stayed home, and I was so bored,” she 
continues. “I told my brother that I 
wanted to go to work, so I asked him 
what easy job I could do with my limited 
English. My uncle was kidding around 
and said I could work at a coffee shop.” 

She ended up working in coffeehouses 
on and off for 10 years. 

But about four years after leaving 
Cafe Lu, she got a call from a former co¬ 
worker. Their old boss had decided to 
retire, and she was wondering if Nguyen 
wanted to help her buy the shop 50-50. 

“She told me she thought I could do 
it,” Nguyen says. “So we borrowed some 
money from family, took out some loans 
and did it.” 

Her partner would eventually leave 
the business for personal reasons. Today, 


her competitors. It’s also one of the few 
shops with a website, where fans can go 
to see pictures of the girls and find links 
to their Instagrams, favorite websites 
and Facebook fan pages. Photos posted 
to the Facebook page routinely garner 
hundreds of likes. Travelers from Aus¬ 
tralia, the U.K. and glamorous Fresno 
have stopped by the shop during visits 
to Orange County. A picture of Nguyen 
and Quinton “Rampage” Jackson fea¬ 
tures prominently on the website. 

“We get a lot of tourists,” Michelle 
says. “I always ask them the same thing: 
This place isn’t what you were expecting, 
was it?” 

While other coffee shops still cater 
largely toward Vietnamese immigrant 
men, Nguyen—who served those tradi¬ 
tional patrons for so long—now eschews 
them. She doesn’t let guests smoke 
indoors, and there’s very rarely any hint 
of Vietnamese music. Only 40 percent of 
her customers are Vietnamese. Many are 
white, Middle Eastern or Latino. A plural¬ 
ity of her coffee girls, whom Nguyen picks 
herself, are Vietnamese, but there are also 
other Asian girls, white girls, Latinas and 
hapa girls. 

“If you want to grow your business, 
you can’t just deal with one clientele,” 



Nguyen has one silent partner, and she’s 
on a mission to do more than just sell cof¬ 
fee to Vietnamese men; she wants to build 
a brand. 

“[Soon], I’m going to sell 49 percent 
equity,” she says. “I want to sell merchan¬ 
dise and open some more cafes in LA and 
San Diego.” 

The work is already paying off. Lu 
used to sell calendars to help promote 
their girls, but the coming of social 
media convinced Nguyen to take a dif¬ 
ferent angle. Cafe Lu has more than 
80,000 fans on Facebook, and the cof¬ 
fee shop’s Instagram boasts more than 
40,000 followers—far more than any of 


Nguyen says. “The older Vietnamese 
crowd, they like to smoke. I worked so 
long in that environment that I couldn’t 
deal with it anymore.” 

She revels in her self-appointed role as 
a madame of ca phe mat me, ensuring that 
her workers are treated well. While girls 
at other shops are shorted shifts or have 
their pay docked, at Cafe Lu, they have 
flexible schedules. 

“If you want to build a nice clientele, 
you have to have nice girls,” Nguyen says. 
“A lot of people, they come in here with 
the wrong idea. 

“I don’t want that kind of people.” 

CLAM@OCWEEKLY.COM 
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STUFF 


Let us be your sugar daddy this winter season! 

We want to hook you up with awesome chances 
to win ski and snowboarding packages to 
Orange County’s favorite mountain destinations! 

■SBSW anSii. 


for two to mammoth 



PRIZE INCLUDES: 

*2 FLIGHTS OUT OF LAX* 
*2 NIGHTS LODGING* 
*4 LIFT TICKETS* 


US 






PRIZE INCLUDES EITHER A 
SEASON PASS OR A PAIR OF 
LIFT TICKETS TO BIG BEAR 
MOUNTAIN/SNOW SUMMIT! 



If you haven’t paid a visit to our Free Stuff page, then 
you’re missing out on daily chances to win concert 
tickets, CDs, movies, event passes, vacations and more! 


WWW.OCWEEKLY.COM/FREESTUFF 
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TUESDAY 

HEARTBREAK DELIVERED 
AT HIGH VELOCITY 


fri/01/03 


sat/01/04 


[CONCERT] 

Out of Breath 

Hummel’s Blues 
Harmonica Blowout 

If you’ve got soul, you love the sound 
of a harmonica. Many great musicians 
have, at one time or another, partaken 
in a little blowing of the mouth organ, 
sending the sweet, melancholy sounds 
of the blues through the air to tickle 
ear drums of passersby. Since 1991, 
Mark Hummel has capitalized on this 
phenomenon by producing the Blues 
Harmonica Blowout series. This trav¬ 
eling band of harmonica masters has 
entertained audiences across the globe 
with the proficiency and grace of their 
performances. Also known as a blues 
harp, the harmonica can make you get 
up and dance or break down and cry, 
depending on the handler. So prepare 
to get handled by the sounds of John 
Mayall, Rick Estrin, Curtis Salgado and 
Little Charlie Baty as they stop at the 
Coach House this week. 

Hummel’s Blues Harmonica Blowout 
at the Coach House, 33157 Camino 
Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano, 

(949) 496-8930; www.thecoachhouse.com. 
-AMANDA PARSONS 

OCWEEKLY.COM 


[CONCERT] 


Catch of the Day 

REEL BIG FISH 

The beginning of January is a time for 
many bands to regroup after spending 
much time on the road —but don't tell 
that to Reel Big Fish. While many are 
at home working on their NewYear's 
resolutions, the Orange County ska 
outfit aren't wasting any time in kick¬ 
ing off the second leg of their Don't 
Stop Skankin'Tour. Vocalist/guitarist 
Aaron Barret is the only member from 
the band's salad days, but this isn't a 
glorified cover band hitting the road 
on the laurels of past glories. Instead, 
this version is slated to release Bloody 
Street Reel Big Fish's ninth studio 
effort.This sextet's upbeat brand of 
music will keep the bodies moving, 
even if they're still getting over the 
post-NewYear's lull. 

Reel Big Fish with the Pietasters, 
Mighty Mongo and the Maxies at the 
House of Blues, 1530 Disneyland Dr., 
Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; www. 
houseofblues.com. 8 p.m. $24.50-$26.50. 
All ages. -DANIEL KOHN 


[THEATER] 

To Thine Own Self 

Eric(A) 

When Eric(A) made its world premiere 
at Salt Lake City’s Plan-B Theatre Co., 
the progressive, passionate and deeply 
intimate story of a woman making the 
transgender changeover from female 
to male capti¬ 
vated audiences 

and completely CT MORE 11 
sold out its run. ONLINE 

Now, playwright OCWEEKLY.COM 

Matthew Ivan 

Bennett’s gripping tale makes its West 
Coast debut at Theatre Out for an all- 
too-quick three-day run. Starring the 
unequaled Teresa Sanderson (who is 
reprising her role), Eric(A) takes an 
unflinchingly honest (and sometimes 
brutal) look at the struggles and tri¬ 
umphs of one person coming to terms 
with his true identity—and introducing 
himself to the rest of the world. A truly 
powerful performance not to be missed. 

Eric(A) at Theatre Out, 402 W. Fourth 
St., Santa Ana, (714) 220-7069; www. 
theatreout.com. 8 p.m.; also Fri. & Sun. $20. 
-ERIN DEWITT 


[CONCERT] 

One Love 

Rebelution 

It seems as though 
everything Santa Bar¬ 
bara-based reggae group 
Rebelution touches 
turns to gold—or maybe 
a crystally, sticky green. 

From their first full- 
length album, 2007’s 
Courage to Grow, Rebe¬ 
lution became a familiar 
name on radio stations, 
reggae charts and crit¬ 
ics’ hit lists. Gearing up 
for an intensive two-part 
national tour (Winter 
Greens and Spring Greens, respectively), 
they warm up with a few local shows, 
two of which are held at the Observatory. 
But tickets to a Rebelution show in Cali¬ 
fornia have a tendency to disappear like 
smoke in the sunshine—so get them now, 
as they are probably selling out as you 
read these words. 

Rebelution at the Observatory, 3503 S. 
Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
www.observatoryoc.com. 8 p.m.; also 
Fri. $30. -ERIN DEWITT 
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DREAMWORKS 

DENTAL & IMPLANT CENTER 



New Patient 

Special 

^ special offer 

reg $150 

X-RAY, EXAM & 
COMPLIMENTARY CLEANING 

In absence of periodontal 
disease. Insurance may cover. 

Expires 1/16/14 


Laser Bleaching 

$399 


special offer 
reg $999 


Incredible Results 
Without Any Discomfort 

Expires 1/16/14 



Crowns 

Starting From 

$485 


each 
reg $800 


Veneers 

$585 


each 

reg $899 I 


Implants 

$1,099 


LIMITED TIME < 
ONLY 


Complete per tooth 
Including Abutment & Crown 

Expires 1/16/14 


Open Weekends 

Call for Appointment Today! 

(949) 644-1001 


COMPLIMENTARY 
Dental Implant 
Consultation 

(reg $150) 

Expires 1/16/14 


Promotional Prices Apply to Initial Treatment for New Cash Patient Only. 
‘Ready Site, Extractions Not Included 


2121 East Coast Hwy. Suite 220 Corona del Mar, 92625 


Are you an G0WEEKLY 

Daily Deal Subscriber? 

GO TO WWW.VOICEDAILYDEALS.COM TO START SAVING 



ENJOY WINE TASTING, TAPAS & MORE FOR TWO 

Visit OC Weekly’s Voice Daily Deals page to save 50%-90°/o on your 
favorite things to do, see, eat, and buy! Now available is a great deal from 
Orange Coast Winery. For only $39, you and a friend can attend their 
lovely Newport Beach tasting room to enjoy wine and tapas for two. 
Also included is a take-home bottle and 2 souvenir wine glasses. 
Take advantage of this 61% savings! Deal ends soon. 

DAILY DEALS 

Presented b, 



sun/01/05 


[CONCERT] 

Let Them 
Entertain You 

Igudesman & Joo: 

And Now Mozart 

In a rarely successful juxtaposition 
of classical music and comedy, the 
dynamic duo of Aleksey Igudesman and 
Richard Hyung-ki Joo present their 
newest show, And Now Mozart. But 
this ain’t your average night at the sym¬ 
phony—an Igudesman & Joo show is 
full of unexpected antics, as teased by 
the show’s descrip¬ 
tion: “For those who 
eat, pray and love 
Mozart, don’t care 
at all for Mozart, or 
never even heard of 
Mozart, this show 
promises that it will 
contain absolutely 
NO Mozart! But that’s 
giving away way 
too much!” So what 
exactly can audiences 
expect? Igudesman 
on the violin, Joo on 
the piano, flamboyantly hilarious show¬ 
manship and bantering, and musician- 
ship worthy of the greatest music halls. 
If Mozart’s rolling in his grave, we’re 
sure it’s with laughter. 

Igudesman & Joo: And Now Mozart 
at the Carpenter Performing Arts 
Center, 6200 Atherton St., Long Beach, 
(562) 985-7000; www.carpenterarts. 
org. 2 p.m. $35. 

-ERIN DEWITT 


[THEATER] 

Twitterpated 

Theater 

Trudy and Max In Love 

Is it possible to truly love two people 
at the same time? Trudy, a married 
young-adult-fiction writer, meets Max, 
a famous novelist, and a friendship 
quickly develops. But as feelings begin 
to emerge, boundaries become a little 
blurred. Trudy 
and Max In Love, 

the latest from ffiSMOREll 

playwright/actress U ONLINE 
Zoe Kazan (known OCWEEKLY.COM 
for writing, pro¬ 
ducing and star¬ 
ring in the quirky, surreal Ruby Sparks 
alongside real-life boyfriend Paul 
Dano), takes an unconventional look 
at love and whether you actually have 
a choice when it comes to whom you 
fall for. Watch as Aya Cash and Michael 
Weston, both well-respected actors, 
make their South Coast Repertory 
debuts—the heart wants what it wants! 

Trudy and Max In Love at South Coast 
Repertory, 655 Town Center Dr., Costa 
Mesa, (714) 708-5555; www.scr.org. 2 p.m. 
Through Jan. 26. $50. -JESSICA FORD 
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[CONCERT] 

Be Brave 

Mystic Braves 

The exciting, sun-kissed guitar and lo-fi 
vocals of Echo Park’s own Mystic Braves is 
reminiscent of mid-’60s fuzz predecessors 
the Seeds, but it’s also bursting with a youth¬ 
ful confidence reminiscent of fellow garage 
rock contemporaries the Allah-Las. For¬ 
merly Blackfeet Braves, the quartet channel 
the look and feel of a ’60s rock group, from 
the shaky Super 8 tricks in their music vid¬ 
eos to their shaggy hair and patterned ward¬ 
robe. Small surprise they’d be a hit in SoCal, 
where we’re absolutely spoiled with music 
groups reclaiming classic psychedelic-garage 
rock these days, most notably of the Lolipop 
or Burger records ilk. Tonight begins the 
three-week romance between Mystic Braves 
and the Constellation Room, where all are 
invited to frug the night away like it’s 1969. 

Mystic Braves at the Constellation 
Room at the Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor 
Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; www. 
observatoryoc.com. 8 p.m. Free. 

-AIMEE MURILLO 


tue/01/07 


[CONCERT] 



All Nighter 

BRIXTON AGENDA 
AFTERPARTY 


Southern California apparel line Brix- 
ton returns to Long Beach for another 
Agenda trade show after-party at Alex's 
Bar—this time a free set with two 
bands you probably won't be able to 
see for free much longer. Bleached's 
Clavin sisters (of Mika Miko) deliver a 
sound somewhere between the Leave 
Home Ramones and solo Stevie Nicks, 
which means harmony and heartbreak 
delivered at high velocity. (Plus, some 
Shop Assistants wall-of-guitar.) And 
(Together) Pangea are newly signed 
to the storied U.K. label Harvest, prep- 
ping an album of freaked-out teenage 
Descendents-meets-Troggs rock—how's 
their song about being too drunk to 
come go again? Oh, yeah: "Tooooo 
drunk to cum!"This is a great chunk of 
LA punk as 2013 contained it—see it 
here now free, or from way at the back 
of some fest in the future. 

Brixton Agenda Afterparty with 
Bleached and (Together) Pangea at 
Alex's Bar, 2913 E. Anaheim St., Long 
Beach, (562) 434-8292; www.alexsbar. 
com. 8 p.m. Free. 21+. 

-CHRIS ZIEGLER 
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IS YOUR DEW YEAR'S RES0LU1I0R TO LOSE WEIGHTS 

WE’LL GIVE YOU THE WAYS TO SUCCEED! 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 

includes Consultation, Body Composition 
Analysis, FDA Approved Appetite Suppressants, 
at Burners, Fillers, Water Pills 

& FREE LIPOTROPIC INJECTION with B-12 




fit's not about being the best, 
it's about being better than 
you were yesterday. 


INCREASE SEXUAL PERFORMANCE 


ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION, PREMATURE EJACULATION, 

FEMALE SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION OR SIMPLY INCREASING 
YOUR SEXUAL STAMINA. 


• INJECTIONS 

(AS LOW AS $15 EACH) 

• TESTOSTERONE 
REPLACEMENT THERAPY 

• SUBLINGUALS 

(AS LOW AS $11 PER TAB) 


TREATING SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION REQUIRES A 
PERSONALIZED ASSESSMENT AND TREATMENT 
PROGRAM FOR EACH PATIENT. 


(INCLUDES ONE-ON-ONE WITH SEXUAL 
HEALTH SPECIALIST, ALL DIAGNOSTIC 
TESTS, AND 1 FREE DOSE OF 
RECOMMENDED TREATMENT TO 
TAKE HOME). EXPIRES 1/31/14 


MONTHLY TREATMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 
ALL MEDICATIONS FDA APPROVED 

EXCLUSIVE OFFERTO VETERANS AND FIRST 
RESPONDERS! CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS! 


Complimentary CONSULTATION 


BREAST AUGMENTATION 

$3700* (REG. $6500) 


MOHMY HAKE-OVER 

$6500* (REG. $9500) 


TUMMY TUCK 

$5500* (REG. T-TUCK ONLY) 
(REG. $8500) 


BRAZILIAN LIFT 

FAT TRANSFER W/ 
LIPOSUCTION | 2 AREAS ONLY 
$5500* (REG. $8500) 


UPPER BLEPH 

*L0CAL ANESTHESIA 
$1400* (REG. $2500) 


LOWER BLEPH 

*L0CAL ANESTHESIA 
$1699* (REG. $3000) 


LOWER FACE/NECK LIFT 

*L0CAL ANESTHESIA 
$4000* (REG. $6500) 


FACE LIFT 

W/ ULTHERAPY/ 


NON SURGICAL, 
NO DOWNTIME - 
FULL FACE 


$2900* (REG. $3500) 


ACTUAL PATIENT. 
RESULTS MAY VARY. 



Zero down 100% Financing On Approved Credit *Prices do not include implant fees ^Qualifying Patients Only* 



‘Hitting the ttreeb January 30th 

This special issue will be the ultimate handbook for locals to find the 
best happy hour deals & spots around Orange County. 


ADVERTISE 


Don't keep your amazing happy hour to yourself! Share your drink 
and food specials with our readers in the Happy Hour & Bar Guide. 

Call 714.550.5900 to reserve your spot. 


DHWEEKLY never wants 

HAPPY HOUR TO END. 

Join us for tffoe&fap/Ue4t*Week 

to celebrate the Happy Hour & Bar Guide by enjoying 
nightly OC Weekly inspired specials at some of our favorite 
bars and eateries. The fun will be from February 3rd-7th, 
2014 at locations to be announced soon. 



VISIT WWW.OCWEEKLY.COM/HAPPY20I4 
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[CONCERT] 


wed/01/08 


without one, this here’s a tailgatin’ party, 
and even though it’s inside a club and 
there won’t be any real trucks parked on 
the premises, there’ll definitely be some 
real tail. And besides mechanical bulls, 
nothing spells AMERICAN like some tail 
drunk on beer and barbecue. Once that 
tail’s all loaded up, scoot it out onto the 
dance floor for some electric slidin’, tush- 
pushin’ and rolling back the ragin’, if you 
can still shake it. Shit, yeah. 

Tailgate Grand Opening at the Yost 
Theater, 307 N. Spurgeon St., Santa Ana, 
(888) 862-9573; www.yosttheater.com. 

7 p.m. $10.18+. -SR DAVIES 


Campfire Songs 

THE LONELY WILD 

From under the big desert sky comes LA's Lonely Wild, who apply Arcade Fire-style 
pomp and Black Mountain-like collective camaraderie to the landscapes of Cormac 
McCarthy—with the attention to detail of Ennio Morricone, who could indicate the 
crackle of a campire with just the sparest hint of some outre percussive instrument. 

Their recent album, The Sun As It Comes , is a soundtrack to a movie that exists mostly 
as lyrics and dissonant guitar across 12 tracks, starting with a sunrise and, of course, 
ending with what seems like the sun going back down over a hill. In between are haves, 
have nots, bad luck and JimThompson's reminder that it's always lightest just before 
the dark. ("There's a truth buried in the murder, and I wanna know," they sing.)They're in 
residency every Wednesday this month at Detroit Bar—watch online for guest info! 

The Lonely Wild at Detroit Bar, 843 W. 19th St., Costa Mesa, (949) 642-0600; www. 
detroitbar.com. 8 p.m. $5. 21 +. —CHRIS ZIEGLER 


[CLUB EVENT] 

Down-Home 

Clubbin' 

Tailgate Grand Opening 

There’s nothing that spells out AMERI¬ 
CAN in big, blinding, red, white and blue 
letters like a trusty mechanical bull. Yes- 
siree, Bob—Americans, especially the 
steer-belt-buckle-wearing kind, love rid¬ 
ing machines, whether it’s hogs, trucks 
or wooly bullies. Speaking of trucks, and 
you just can’t have a good ol’ country song 




GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 


NOMINATED 

In the Western US by Exotic Dancer Magazine a 


Tfonx/iu/ £77t/'oit(j/i dfi/vi/qij 4-7/j 


1:00 PM UNTIL 1:00 AM 

JACK. CAPTAINS. JAGER, TUACA AND DOMESTIC BEERS 
TO NAME A FEW OF OUR SPECIALS. 


Enter To Win a VIP Experience at 
The Library Gentlemen’s Club at ocweekly.com/library 

For reservations and vlp service 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR VIP HOST ROBERT 714-891-1430 


7000 Garden Grove Blvd. - Westminster, CA 92683 

HOURS: MON-FRI 1PM-2AM • SAT & SUN 4PM-2AM 

714-891-1430 


WWW.THELIBRARYGC.COM 


OPENING DEC 1.2013 


tHu/01/09 


[THEATER] 

Take a Bow 

Showoff! International 
Playwriting Festival 

It’s like a theater buffet—but you get an 
assortment of new plays from new direc¬ 
tors. The annual Showoff! International 
Playwriting Festival presents seven original 
plays (from as many different directors), 
clocking in at just 10 minutes a pop. That’s 
seven world premieres in less time than 
it took for the dragon to make an appear¬ 
ance in The Hobbit Among this year’s hits 
are Owl’s Well That Ends Well directed by 
Jennifer Hartline, A Good Looking Corpse 
directed by Wendy Gallo, and Epilogue 
directed by Jessica Morrow (we’re lov¬ 
ing the number of female directors here). 
Audience members vote for their favorite 
at the end. 

Showoff! International Playwriting Fes¬ 
tival at the Camino Real Playhouse, 31776 El 
Camino Real, San Juan Capistrano, (949) 489- 
8082; www.caminorealplayhouse.org. 8 p.m. 
Through Jan. 12. $24-$34. -ERIN DEWITT 


[THEATER] 



Johnny Forever 

RING OF FIRE 


Johnny Cash continues to posthumously 
inspire the art world, and this latest 
production at the Laguna Playhouse is 
just as anticipated as any film, gallery 
show or tribute band that has sprouted 
up since the musician's death. In Ring 
of Fire , more than 30 tunes from Cash's 
catalog are revived by 10 talented singer/ 
actors—everything from the play's 
namesake track to "Folsom Prison Blues" 
and "In the Sweet By and By." Dreamed 
up by Richard Maltby Jr. and William 
Meade, Ring of Fire is equal parts 
real-life Man In Black grit and polished 
musical theater—and magically, it all 
comes across as an un-sappy night of 
red-blooded rock & roll. 

Ring of Fire at the Laguna Play¬ 
house, 606 Laguna Canyon Rd., 

Laguna Beach, (949) 497-2787; www. 
lagunaplayhouse.com. 2 & 7:30 p.m. 
Through Feb. 2. $36-$51. -ERIN DEWITT 
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ARGIE APPETIZER 



Meet the Maker 


The Empanada Maker does great empanadas in Mission Viejo 

BY EDWIN GOEI 


I ’ve got a soft spot for empanadas. We 
called them pastels in Indonesia when 
I was growing up, half-moon pockets 
of goodness complete with the crunchy 
braided edges you saved for last, a belly 
filled with something savory, and a shape 
like a smile. My mom would take hours 
making them, rolling flat the dough she 
made with egg, flour and butter, then cut¬ 
ting out circles with an upturned soup 
bowl. She’d tuck a mix of glass noodles, 
peas, chicken and diced hard-boiled egg 
into the fold, then pinch the edges one 
over the other to form the braids before 
she fried them to a golden brown. I loved 
eating them not just because they were 
delicious, but also because unlike wontons 
and egg rolls, whose wrappers can be store- 
bought, empanadas had to be handmade 
from the ground up. The only shortcut 
she’d allow would be to crimp the edges 
with a fork if she didn’t have much time. 

The empanadas of my youth weren’t 
unique to Indonesia, or even the Philip¬ 
pines, where they’re packed full of chicken 
and raisins. Just about every South Ameri¬ 
can country touched by the Spanish has a 
version. But when you think of an empa¬ 
nada here in the States, it’s almost always 
the Argentine savory version or the sweet 
Mexican type. Up until a few months ago, 
there were two specialists of the former: 
Empanada Man in Lake Forest and Empa¬ 
nada’s Place in Costa Mesa, both from 
the country where there are dedicated 
empanada festivals and fierce debates as 
to whether the fried empanadas from the 
province of Salta that the Bolivians pass off 
as saltenas are superior to the baked ones 
of Tucuman. 


Now there’s the Empanada Maker, 
newly opened in Mission Viejo. Conceived 
by Cameron Davis, an American who lived 
in Argentina for a few years as a teenager, 
the Empanada Maker looks to be entirely 
thought through. Every detail you can 
think of is in place. It wouldn’t surprise me 
if Davis’ ultimate plan is to turn it into a 
franchise. When you enter, apart from the 
deep-purple and rust-red walls that look 
as though a kid with a Pee-Wee’s Playhouse 
obsession picked out the paint, you notice 
the heat-lamp display case in which the 
empanadas are kept warm. Since all the 
empanadas look exactly the same, when 
you order a few to be packed up in a pizza 
box, you wonder how you’ll ever tell them 
apart. Davis has the answer even before 
you ask. He’ll point out the small number 
embossed near the edge of the dough that 
corresponds to a place on the menu. 

There are 12 kinds in all. The first six 
are reverentially flavored empanadas he 
calls “Originals,” each selling for $1.99. The 
rest are “The Specialties,” sold for 50 cents 
more. If you require some sort of dipping 
sauce, Davis offers about six homemade 
concoctions in thimbles for 79 cents. None 
of the empanadas need sauce, but if you 
had to, the homemade cilantro cashew 
has the herby kick of Peruvian aji and 
the thickness of guacamole. Meanwhile, 
the Parmesan concoction he’s made can 
conceivably turn any pasta into Alfredo. 
The best sauce is a marinara that burns 
hotter than salsa, and the weakest sauce 
is actually the one that’s Argentine: a chi- 
michurri that kind of disappears into the 
background if you poured it onto one of the 
bolder empanadas such as the chile verde. 


There’s an Asian shrimp empanada 
with bits of crunchy water chestnuts that 
bleeds a syrupy teriyaki sauce as sticky as 
marmalade, and a Philly cheesesteak that’s 
right on the money with its own Cheez 
Wiz ooze. In the four-cheese empanada, 
mozzarella provides actual resistance to 
your bite, as though you were eating an 
insolent blini. The spinach empanada 
tastes like a spanakopita, and a veggie with 
cubed zucchini seems as though you’re 
jumping into a ratatouille Hot Pocket. For 
traditionalists, there’s the very-well-made 
white-meat-chicken-filled empanada with 
potatoes that’s perfumed with a light touch 
of cumin. It’s almost as good as the ground 
beef with hard-boiled eggs and olives. All 
have one thing in common: a flaky, dense, 
buttery baked pie-crust cocoon that tastes 
as though someone’s mom hand-rolled it. 

Two empanadas are usually enough for a 
light lunch, especially if you pair them with 
a side of the deviled-egg potato salad that 
exhibits the color and richness of the yolks 
blended into it. Even better is the chimichurri 
rice, a fluffy, oily, herby thing that could be 
the basis of another restaurant on its own. 
And for dessert: fried empanadas filled with 
cubed apples and slathered with homemade 
caramel sauce. It didn’t remind me as much 
of my mom’s pastels as it recalled another 
fond childhood memory: when McDonald’s 
used to deep-fry its apple pies. 


THE EMPANADA MAKER 

26131 La Paz Rd., Ste. B3, Mission Viejo, 
(949) 470-4830; theempanadamaker.com. 
Open Mon.-Thurs., 7 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 7 a.m.- 
10 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-IO p.m.; Sun., 8 a.m.- 
9 p.m. Empanadas, $1.99-$2.49. No alcohol. 


Hole in the Wall 

» GUSTAVO ARELLANO 

The Turn of 
the Turnip 

ISTANBUL GRILL 

18010 Newhope St., Fountain Valley, 
(714) 430-1434; www.istanbulgrillca.com. 

R emember that episode of The Simp¬ 
sons in which Bart and his pals meet 
their Shelbyville doppelgangers after 
the latter steal Springfield's hallowed 
lemon tree? Remember how the episode 
ended, with Springfield kids quenching 
their thirst with sweet lemonade, while 
Shelbyville s youngsters chugged turnip 
juice in disgust? And remember how your 
palate recoiled at the thought of the bev¬ 
erage, even if you had never conceived 
of it in your life, let alone tasted it? Well, 
turnip juice has been a Turkish staple for 
centuries, and you can order a glass of it 
at Istanbul Grill in Fountain Valley. 

Man (or woman) enough to try it? Sal- 
gam suyu is not for the weak of stomach: 
it arrives in a giant glass filled to the brim, 
unapologetically purple. Wheatgrass 
juice can't hold a clod to its saltiness, its 
brininess brought on by the fermentation 
involved in making the drink, the vegetal 
tang of it all. This drink shows that, while 
Istanbul Grill wants non-Turks to come 
in and enjoy its dishes, it's a place for 
the diaspora, where families can go on a 
Sunday and tearthrough dozens of plat¬ 
ters as they would in Constantinople. 

People not familiar with the cuisine 
will be vaguely comfortable with some 
of the offerings—kebabs, hummus, the 
basket of pita placed on each table. But 
Istanbul Grill outdoes itself by offering 
rarities—an amazing olive-oil-and- 
roasted-tomato dip as a starter, spicy 
and filling; long, fried sigara boreks 
stuffed with feta cheese that resemble 
flautas; a gigantic bowl of sauteed lamb 
and veggies rightfully called a shepherd 
casserole. And, of course, there is the 
iskender kebab, which is fast becoming 
one of my favorite ethnic dishes in OC. 

I described it last week, but here we go 
again: toasted pita strips and slices of 
doner kebab slathered in tomato sauce 
and butter, with a scoop of yogurt on 
the side to make it even more unctu¬ 
ously wonderful. 

Istanbul Grill is at least the fourth Turk¬ 
ish eatery I know of to stand in Fountain 
Valley, which is fast becoming the Ana¬ 
tolian capital of Southern California. I just 
wish it were in a better spot—as it is, 
Istanbul Grill is in a weird shopping plaza 
off Newhope Street and Talbert Avenue 
constructed just a couple of years ago that 
has already seen multiple tenants come 
and go. May the restaurant stand as long 
as the Hagia Sophia—and may Turkish 
food in OC become the next cronut. 

GARELLANO@OCWEEKLY.COM 
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Pie Hard 

With a Vengeance 


Jai Snowdon and Ryan Lopiccolo of Pie-Not 


here’s no better way to celebrate 
the holidays than by indulging 
in some serious comfort food. 
Pie-Not’s hand-held beauties made my 
top five list for 2013 by being affordable 
and original in this eclectic county. Jai 
Snowdon, Ryan Lopiccolo and I took a 
seat a few doors over at Jan’s Health Bar 
for smoothies as we discussed the gents’ 
forthcoming locations. 

OC WEEKLY: What were the challenges of 
opening a storefront? How did you over¬ 
come them? 

BOTH : We did an owner build, which 
means we did all the running around. 

We were extremely hands on. Every day, 
there was a new challenge or obstacle to 
tackle, from a new 2013 Costa Mesa City 
Building Code schedule to abide by to 
redesigning and remodeling our kitchen 
in the first week to accommodate the 
demand of unpredicted high sales. 

The only way we survived was to keep 
a level head and be open to changes. We 
didn’t try to marry ourselves to any one 
way. However, we always kept to our 
overall plan.... We just modified the 
problem to fit the plan. Plenty and plenty 
of research also. I know Ryan read the 
entirety of the Costa Mesa City Plumbing 
Codes book. 

How do Australian meat pies differ from 
American ones? 

BOTH : Well, for one thing, they are 
eaten in-hand like a sandwich or ham¬ 
burger, and the filling is not soupy like 
an American chicken pot pie. The pastry 
is a denser shortcrust pastry base, which 
allows the pie to hold together when 
picked up, and the pie is sealed with a 
flaky, buttery, puff-pastry lid. 

What are your personal favorites on the 
menu, including coffee? 

JAI SIMOWDON: Four-shot soy flat 
white and a Bloomin Hot, with a Slice of 
Heaven for dessert. 

RYAN LOPICCOLO: Drunken Cow, 
Bunderberg Ginger Beer and a Digger 
ANZAC biscuit. 

How did you come up with the name? 
BOTH : Why not? And it’s a “pie,” but not 
an “American pie.” 

Favorite meal growing up: 

SNOWDON: I loved everything. I was the 
kid who would devour anything that was 
put in front of him. I wasn’t too keen on 
a stew my Mum used to make, lamb’s fry 
and bacon. Not cool! 

LOPICCOLO: Well, I’m Italian. And 
everyone knows that when you’re Ital¬ 
ian, everything is about food and family. 
Homemade Italian was always something 
to look forward to, coming home 
from school. 

Your best recent food find: 

BOTH: Definitely ARC at SoCo Collec- 



On the Line 


» ANNE MARIE PANORINGAN 


tion. We both love the rawness of it, espe¬ 
cially the way the chef is preparing wild 
game with robust flavors from traditional 
and nontraditional ingredients. 

Let’s talk about the coffee! 

BOTH : Best coffee in town ... HANDS 
DOWN! We are extremely proud to be 
serving an Aussie brand of coffee in our 
store, as well as being the only establish¬ 
ment grinding and pouring Bun Coffee 
from Byron Bay, Australia, in the U.S. 
From our house coffee, the Australian- 
grown, 100 percent organic, single origin 
with a range of various organic coffee 
blends from around the world ... It’s 
ground fresh to take home. We are sure 
you will fall in love as we have. 

You’re making breakfast What are 
you having? 

SNOWDON : A banana, a Synergy kom- 
bucha drink and Vegemite on toast. Or a 
coffee and a quiche from Pie-Not. 
LOPICCOLO: Eggs Benedict and a 
dry cappuccino. 

Favorite places to eat (besides your own): 
SNOWDON: Greenleaf Gourmet Chop- 
shop, Haute Cakes, Nekter, Banzai Bowls, 
Gulfstream and Shunka. 

LOPICCOLO: ARC, R&D Kitchen, 

Bear Flag Fish Co., Tabu Shabu, and 
Banzai Bowls. 

Any plans to expand? 

BOTH: Of course. We plan to open one 
or two more stores by the end of the year. 
There is a lot of preplanning and logistics 
to go into an expansion, and we want 
to make sure all of our Piehard fans are 
given the best product possible across 
multiple locations. 

PIE-NOT 

270 E. 17th St., Ste. 17, Costa Mesa, 
(949) 650-7437; www.pienot.com. 



Hen House Grill 

Best Quality • Best Service 



18040 Culver Drive | Irvine, CA 
949.786.2000 

Mmmmmmmm! Kabobs! 
Come in and enjoy one 
of our specialty dishes! 
Open late Sun-Thurs 
till Midnight! Fri-Sat 3am! 



READERS’ PC 
WINNER 


We Never Close! 


Sunset Beach (562) 592-5404 
16341 Pacific Coast Highway 

Dana Point (949) 496-9270 
34157 Pacific Coast Highway 

harborhousecafexom 



LOST? FIND YOURSELF IN SPAIN. 


Sevilla 


Authentic Spanish Bistro &TapasBar 


Sevilla 


Restaurant o Tapas Bar 

140 Pine Ave - Long Beach 562 495 1111 cafesevilla.com 
3252 Mission Inn Ave - Riverside 951 778 0611 
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50 CENT WINGS! 



$3 WELL DRINKS! 




REAL FOOD. REAL PEOPLE 

REAL MUSIC. 


CALL (714) 543-9821 NOW! 


www.bistro400.com 
400 West 4th Street, 
Santa Ana, 92701 
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MOZAMBIQUESTEAKHOUSE 

EXPERIENCE 


MOZAMBIQUEOC.COM 

1 740 S. COAST HIGHWAY LAGUNA BEACH, CA 92651 | 949.715.7777 

ilQUESTEAKHOUSE MOZAMBIQUESTEAKHOUSE MOZAMBIQUESTE 


food ii 



Slurping on Pacific 

Pho America presents the happy medium in 

Long Beach Vietnamese 


or years, I’ve stayed away from 
Pho America. It sounds silly, but 
no matter how much I was crav¬ 
ing delicious beef broth, I just couldn’t 
bring myself to walk inside a place that 
I was convinced by its very mention of 
America had to be bastardizing the integ¬ 
rity of what it sought to sell. Of course, 

I was foolishly judging a perfectly good 



restaurant by its unfortunate name; as I 
recently discovered (thanks to a friend’s 
hearty recommendation of the cost- 
efficient lunch specials), there is little 
American influence and more than just 
pho on the menu at this all-around Viet¬ 
namese gem. 

Instead of Pho Hong Phat’s staunch 
soup-only policy or Number Nine’s 
hipster-friendly vegetarian selections, 
Pho America is far more middle ground. 
It sits on the edge of Long Beach’s Wrig- 
ley neighborhood, where fans of such 
approachable Vietnamese dishes as pan¬ 
fried noodles and shrimp fried rice can 
eat their fill alongside traditionalists gob¬ 
bling bowls of pho or bun. During dinner, 
most of the menu items average around 
$7 (the filet mignon will run you a steep 
$9), but it’s better to arrive early because 
before 3 p.m. every day, cheap lunch 
specials offer a chance for more variety, 
catering to an all-inclusive mix-and- 
match mentality. The menu’s front page 


Long Beach Lunch 

» SARAH BENNETT 


lists five different combos that range in 
price from $7 to $8 and pair everything 
from spring rolls to chicken bun to pork 
banh mi with a side of pho, as well as a 
soda and a daily dessert. 

Pick your poison quickly, as the servers 
re-appear, notepads in hand, within sec¬ 
onds of distributing menus. And once you 
order, your meal arrives just as promptly. 
First to be delivered is the pho, all rice 
noodles and green onions floating with 
thin slices of steak in a savory liquid that 
begs to be slurped. The “mini” bowl that 
accompanies combos No. 2 through 5 is 
only cup-sized (not even big enough to 
stuff with sprouts or basil leaves), how¬ 
ever it’s the right amount of appetizer to 
satisfy cold-weather pho cravings before 
the main course shows up a minute and 
a half later. Pho America’s bun are the 
typical oversized salads of dry vermicelli 
noodles topped with chunky, fatty meat 
skewers, but it’s the pork banh mi (listed 
as the “pork sandwich” under combo No. 
4) that stands out most here. Enough to 
serve two, the baguette comes loaded 
with freshly cut jalepenos, greens, and a 
base of flavor-punched pig slices, mayo 
and cheese like a crunchy, melty Viet¬ 
namese Philly cheesesteak. 

Judging it less on its inaccurate name 
than for its central location, low prices 
and service ideal for 30-minute lunches, 
Pho America may not be worth a drive 
north of Westminster, but its lunchtime 
goodies are all big portions of solid 
Vietnamese munchies hard to find in 
pho-starved Long Beach. Now, if only we 
could get a banh xeo palace.... 


PHO AMERICA 

1826 Pacific Ave., Long Beach, (562) 218-0204; 

www.phoamerica.com. 



I contents I the county I feature I calendar » food CC film I culture 


24 january 3-9, 2014 


music I 


OCWEEKLY.COM 






























film n reviews 


screenings 



Grumpy Old Pugs 

De Niro vs. Stallone vs. your memories of better movies 

BY ALAN SCHERSTUHL 


T he surprise in Grudge Match, the 

not-quite-a-comedy that pits Rocky 
Balboa against Raging Bull, isn’t 
that it has the chutzpah to posit a universe 
in which Sylvester Stallone and Robert De 
Niro have, since the early ’80s, been equally 
matched rivals. The surprise is in how eas¬ 
ily audiences will buy it. For years, De Niro 
has slumped through godawful comedies in 
which he seems to work just about as hard 
as a high school coach teaching health class. 

A decade and a half of that, and Grudge 
Match almost makes sense. The greatest 
of street-tough 70s Noo Yawk film actors 
has sunk to the level of Stallone, the most 
ridiculous of that breed. Despite Silver Lin¬ 
ings Playbook, De Niro’s the one who most 
seems to need a slot on this fight card—Stal¬ 
lone has three dutifully violent franchises to 
tend to, and Stop! Or My Mom Will Shoot is 
a lot smaller in his rearview than Meet the 
Fockers is in De Niro’s. 

An even bigger surprise: Despite the 
scene in which De Niro’s retirement-age 
pugilist farts on his trainer, Grudge Match 
aspires to be more than some Jack Lem¬ 
mon/Walter Matthau-style dispenser 
of prostate jokes. Director Peter Segal is 
aiming for nothing less than the third-best 
boxing movie these guys have ever starred 


in. It might be, but that’s only a compliment 
if you favor the flags-and-muscle candy of 
those hulking Rocky sequels. 

Grudge Match, as with Rocky Balboa, 
is drab and plodding as a matter of prin¬ 
ciple. Its boxers live in Pittsburgh, a city 
often typecast in the role of Hard Times In 
America; true to form, Stallone’s washed-up 
fighter works at a factory facing layoffs and 
squints at the burger he’s served in a grimy 
diner—the patty’s no thicker than a shingle. 

A fake sportscast dishes the backstory: 
Back in ’82, after they’d each won one title 
match from the other, Stallone’s character 
chose to retire from boxing rather than face 
De Niro’s in a tie-breaker. The voiceover 
announces that no one knows why, which 
means you better steel yourself for some 
mopey revelations to come—and they drip 
out slowly, this being a Stallone character. 

If you always sounded like you just left the 
dentist, you’d be taciturn, too. 

De Niro plays a bar owner across town, 
a loudmouth who takes to the stage with 
a schtick-y standup act based on his fight 
career. When the two men meet for the 
first time in years, they lurch into a dumb, 
improbable brawl. Some whippersnapper 
uploads the fracas to YouTube—the movie’s 
idea of a joke is that the old-timers have 


never heard of “viral” videos—and soon a 
promoter (Kevin Hart) is pushing the two 
toward the grudge match of the title and a 
windfall of tens of thousands of dollars. 

Cue the usual training montages, 
complete with Stallone performing his 
trademark feats of strength, plus much 
melodrama centered on family and exes, 
and Alan Arkin turning up as an Alan Arkin 
type—he’s the same foulmouthed salt he 
played in Stand Up Guys, right down to 
doing double duty as inspirational speech- 
maker and comic-relief grotesque. Nimble 
Arkin handles those shifts better than the 
film does; Segal’s gearbox gets jammed 
between recession-era sports drama and 
brainless comedy, especially as Hart hollers 
pop-culture punch lines as though he’s the 
squirrel sidekick in a CGI kiddo flick. 

Credit Segal with this, though: He elicits 
an engaged and engaging performance from 
De Niro, who’s good, even compelling when 
the dialogue’s worth his time. The many 
passages when it isn’t offer the chance to 
contemplate a curious similarity between 
these two actors: Each has protected the 
key instrument of his individual craft while 
not worrying much about the other. De 
Niro’s face is still wonderfully expressive, 
its deep lines cinching up with anger or 


spreading wide with his loose, lively laugh¬ 
ter. His body, meanwhile, is subjected to 
punishing jokes about man-boobs, gassiness 
and Jake LaMotta-style bloat. 

Stallone, meanwhile, remains ripped, his 
chest thrust forward like Captain America’s 
shield, although he looks more human than 
he sometimes has—he’s at least back on 
HO scale. But his face has so pinked as it’s 
settled into slack immobility that his eyes 
and mouth at times seem to be just holes in 
meat. He plays the relatable one, the every¬ 
day schlub who once was a contender. But 
what’s the point of a movie about an every- 
man aging whose star has done everything 
in his power to look like he hasn’t? 

By the end, we’ve seen both these joes 
we’re supposed to root for punch out strap¬ 
ping bruisers less than half their age. (De 
Niro knocks down LL Cool J—twice!) Even 
crazier, Stallone’s training scenes peak with 
him dragging a tractor-trailer’s cab across 
a junkyard—and you thought The Hobbit 
was the season’s big fantasy picture. The 
climactic title bout is woozy with blood 
and sweat and debilitating head injuries, 
just like the old days. This De Niro and this 
Stallone may suit each other, but for all the 
punching and tear-jerking, nothing in here 
comes close to the excitement of De Niro’s 
younger self having coffee with Pacino in 
Heat Now that was a duel. 


GRUDGE MATCH 
was directed by Peter Segal; written by Tim 
Kelleher; and stars Sylvester Stallone, Robert 
De Niro, Kevin Hart, Kim Basinger, Alan Arkin 
and Jon Bernthal. Rated PG-13. 


OCWEEKLY.COM 


I contents I the county ("feature I calendar I food » film CC culture I music I 


january 3-9, 2014 25 



















ffilm*guide 


opening 

GRUDGE MATCH See "Grumpy Old 
Pugs," page 25. 

ongoing 

AMERICAN HUSTLE There may not be 

much behind the sparkling tinsel curtain 
of David 0. Russell's extraordinarily 
entertaining American Hustle. But what 
a curtain! Christian Bale in an endear¬ 
ingly artificial hairpiece, Amy Adams in a 
series of slippery 70s dresses cut down 
to there, Jennifer Lawrence in a tousled 
blond updo, two parts Ellen Barkinto 
one part Angie Dickinson: There's tons 
of artifice in American Hustle, but it's 
not the special-effects kind. Bale plays 
Bronx-born con artist Irving Rosenfeld: 

In the opening, he carefully spirit-glues 
fake hair onto his cue ball pate. His main 
squeeze, Sydney Prosser (Adams), is 
a vixen who speaks with a pinkie-up 
British accent—though she's really from 
Albuquerque—and she's Irving's partner 
in a number of naughty little schemes. 
They're in love and desperately happy, 
but for two complications: They've 
attracted the attention of loose-cannon 
FBI agent Richie DiMaso (Bradley 
Cooper, in a decidedly unsexiest-man- 
alive man-perm), who offers a deal if 
they'll help snare a few baddies. Plus, 
Irving has a wife and a kid, and he's 
principled enough to want to stick by 
them. And so he does, even after wife 
Rosalyn, played by Lawrence, nearly 
sets the family home aflame by falling 
asleep under a sunlamp: Lawrence 
makes her entrance like a harlequin, her 
face half crimson. Russell, hardly the 
most sensual of filmmakers, delights in 
Lawrence, which may be one reason the 
movie works so well. You'd never credit 
him with a light touch, but American 
Hustle cruises along like a line of wed¬ 
ding guests doing the Electric Slide. Its 
plot mechanics are impossible to take 
seriously and yet deeply pleasurable to 
parse, right up to the who's-screwing- 
whom ending. (R) Stephanie Zacharek. 
Countywide. 

ANCHORMAN 2: THE LEGEND 

CONTINUES With those eyes that are 
a little too close together, and that con¬ 
fident swagger that looks as if it could 
disintegrate into a pratfall at anytime, 
Will Ferrell makes a grand ringleader 
for the nonsense of Anchorman 2. A 
few years ago, when he was making 
film after film, he became dangerously 


overexposed: A little of his pompous 
demeanor goes a long way. But he's an 
inherently generous performer, which is 
rare for big comic actors. Ferrell opens 
the space around him for his fellow 
performers, allowing all sorts of weird¬ 
ness to sneak through. This sequel is 
more hit-or-miss than its predecessor, 
which means, thankfully, fewer annoying 
guys will be inspired to quote it. This 
time, Ron Burgundy is offered a gig at 
a brand-new station. He scoffs at the 
concept: a 24-hour news network? It'll 
never fly! But he comes around, and 
decides to reassemble his old San Diego 
news team: Paul Rudd's man-on-the- 
scene correspondent and sex god Brian 
Fantana, David Koechner's sportscaster 
Champ Kind, and Steve Carell's Dada- 
dense weathercaster Brick Tamland. 
They make their mark by reporting only 
upbeat news that makes people feel 
good about America. Most of this is 
utterly, indefensibly ridiculous, and like 
all reasonably ambitious comedies, it 
at times pushes the boundaries of good 
taste. When Burgundy first meets his 
new boss, Linda Jackson (Meagan 
Good), a take-charge type and woman 
of color, his jaw hangs open like that of 
a hooked tuna. "Oh. Black!" he blurts 
out, a marvelous take on the univer¬ 
sal human fear of saying absolutely, 
positively the wrong thing. (PG-13) 
Stephanie Zacharek. Countywide. 

47 RONIN Solemn as a funeral march, 
humorless as your junior high princi¬ 
pal, as Japanese as a grocery-store 
California roll, Keanu Reeves' let's- 
mope-about-and-kill-ourselves samurai 
drama has exactly three things going 
for it. First, the cockeyed sensuality of 
Rinko Kikuchi as a spider-puking evil 
witch who can transform herself into a 
fox, a swathe of magic-carpet silk, or 
this month's second-most impressive 
movie dragon. Second is those fly¬ 
ing silks, whose airborne undulations 
demonstrate more personality than any 
of the characters save that witch her¬ 
self—she's cursive calligraphy in a cast 
of square and clunking alphabet blocks. 
And a distant third is one sequence of 
amusing movie violence. The 47 good 
guys are storming the palace of the 
lord who banished them, shamed them, 
tricked their master into seppuku, and 
kidnapped their princess. (He's four vil¬ 
lains in one!) These ronin scale a wall 
in a snowstorm, lasso the evil lord's 
guards to yank them off the ramparts, 
and work up impossible traps and tricks 


to thin the enemies' ranks. It's a reverse 
Home Alone, and it's the only sustained 
burst of excitement in 47 Ronin's two 
grinding hours—and it lasts maybe three 
minutes. Other than that, the movie is all 
slow, portentous dialogue, each word 
dripping out like tree sap. Keanu Reeves 
stars but doesn't say much. He's one 
of the few castmembers who seems 
comfortable speaking the English every¬ 
one in the film's feudal Japan for some 
reason relies upon. Quite a few actors 
seem not to have mastered English I's 
and r's—it seems cruel, then, that the 
producers force them to keep calling 
Reeves' character "half-breed." (PG-13) 
Alan Scherstuhl. Countywide. 

THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATION OF 
SMAUG Elves snore, it turns out. 

Their maidens make teensy-peen jokes 
and pine for the hottest of dwarves. 

And Bilbo Baggins now punches his 
sword right through the trachea of a 
goblin—and then looks rather proud 
of himself. Now more than ever, the 
Middle Earth films of Peter Jackson 
are less adaptations of the novels of 
J.R.R. Tolkien than they are the fullest 
realization of the fantasy-entertainment 
complex the Oxford don's pastorals have 
inspired. Here are the proper nouns 
and broad outlines of Tolkien's gentle 
stories, but play-acted with the thunder¬ 
ous swords-and-sorcery heroics of the 
pulps, the creature-building zeal of Ray 
Harryhausen and young George Lucas, 
the wouldn't-it-be-cool riffing of cosplay 
and fanfic, and a belief in self-improve¬ 
ment through joyous, comic violence. 
There's much to adore in Jackson's lat¬ 
est Christmas pudding, despite its garish 
extravagance, its moral cluelessness, its 
disorganized bulk, and its discomfiting 
belief that battle is a kind of weaponized 
freeze tag, where any touch of the good 
guy's axe or sword means the bad guy 
immediately collapses. It's as packed 
with highlights as its predecessor was 
stripped of them: better-than-usual ore 
raids, a horrific spider attack, much 
more dragon than you'd expect, an 
exuberant river escape that somehow 
turns into the old Super Nintendo game 
Donkey Kong Country, a too-quick visit 
with a were-bear. Not that the result is 
always transcendent; the only interior 
conflict is whether head dwarf Thorin 
(Richard Armitage) will share his gold 
pile once he gets his mitts on it, and 
every moment of balletic elf fighting— 
and there's heaps—feels invented to top 
the previous films, doing so more often 
in cartoonishness than in impact. (PG- 
13) Alan Scherstuhl. Countywide. 

MANDELA: THE LONG WALK TO 
FREEDOM What becomes a legend 
most? Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom 
offers the biopic's usual reply: legend 
itself. Bigger, louder, more expensive 
legend, brought to bear by the best 
talents and technologies of the day. 

The name Nelson Mandela is already 
shorthand for the things Mandela direc¬ 
tor Justin Chadwick shows him to be: 
charismatic, driven, uncompromising, 
long-suffering, righteous. The casting 
of Idris Elba in the title role, however, 
is a welcome surprise. As masculine 
as they come, Elba's hulking physique 
replaces the popular image of Mandela 
the wispy, benevolent grandpa with 
one of imposing, youthful vigor. A slow- 
motion prologue depicts the Xhosa 
ritual that carried Mandela into man¬ 
hood; what follows is a hasty business. 
When he plucks future wife Winnie 
(Naomie Harris) from a street corner, 
he is already involved with the African 
National Congress, the resistance move¬ 
ment (later a political party) formed to 
challenge white apartheid rule. When 
police fire on peaceful protesters, kill¬ 
ing 69, Mandela and the ANC wage 
guerrilla war, and the movie locks into 
a stultifying pattern: rousing speeches 
alternated with montages of either vio¬ 


lence or celebration. Now the mother of 
two daughters, Winnie doesn't question 
her husband. "Fight them," she says. 

"I hate them so much." Her radicaliza- 
tion might have been one of Mandela's 
finer points, but instead plays out as a 
series of chaotic arrests and imprison¬ 
ments, moments Harris manages to 
make emotionally intelligible despite 
William Nicholson's thinly drawn script. 
Elba acquires Mandela's secret look, 
the inexorable stillness of a man willing 
to wait history out. In 1963, Mandela 
was sentenced, along with several 
fellow ANC members, to life in prison; 
eventually, the government sought the 
help of the man they had helped turn 
into a legend. (PG-13) Michelle Orange. 
Countywide. 

SAVING MR. BANKS How stubborn was 
Walt Disney? He spent 26 years whee¬ 
dling Mary Poppins author P.L. Travers 
to sell him the film rights to her book. 
Travers thought he was a hack who 
would louse up her story with cartoon 
penguins. Walt thought she was a pest. 
And half a century after his magic nanny 
movie scored 13 Oscar nominations, his 
studio has polished up his heroic quest 
like a bronze of Alexander the Great lib¬ 
erating Egypt. Suck on that spoonful, old 
lady. Saving Mr. Banks, a fictionalized 
account of two weeks Travers spent on 
the lot in Burbank, is proof that Walt has 
thawed and secretly reclaimed Disney's 
reins. To play himself he's cast no less 
than Tom Hanks, America's dad. Hanks' 
Walt has a soft belly, a hard head, and 
the twang of a boy raised on a Missouri 
farm. Instead of out-arguing Travers' 
qualms, he simply smothers them in 
sugar. Against a charmer like that, Emma 
Thompson's tweedy Travers doesn't 
stand a chance, not that director John 
Lee Hancock gives her one. Audiences 
who love Disney's Mary Poppins are 
forced here to dislike its author, who 
loathes everything about it: the musi¬ 
cal ditties, Dick Van Dyke, even Mr. 
Banks' mustache. Thompson's Travers 
is as unpleasant as a pine needle pil¬ 
low. In reality, Travers was a feisty, 
stereotype-breaking bisexual—a single 
mom who adopted a baby in her 40s, 
studied Zen mediation, and published 
erotica. Now that's a character worth 
slapping onscreen, instead of this stiff 
stereotype. In a Hollywood where men 
still pen 85 percent of all films, there's 
something sour in a movie that roots 
against a woman who asserted her 
artistic control. (PG-13) Amy Nicholson. 
Countywide. 

THE SECRET LIFE OF WALTER MITTY 

Like the '90s, Ben Stiller loves sarcasm— 
he even cast himself as the most hand¬ 
some man in the world—but his films 
are sincere within their worlds: Derek 
Zoolander really is a gorgeous model, 
and Tropic Thunder's Kirk Lazarus is 
invested in his blackface. The Secret Life 
of Walter Mitty drops all the irony. The 
story of a shy magazine employee with a 
magnificent imagination, it's an uplifting, 
big-hearted crowd-pleaser. Which, in 
today's Hollywood, where every super¬ 
hero has a standing Thursday appoint¬ 
ment with a therapist, makes it defiantly 
uncool. The disaffectedness Stiller popu¬ 
larized in Reality Bites is biting him in the 
ass. As in the original James Thurber 
short story, Mitty dreams he's leading a 
more exciting life—a Hollywood fantasy. 
Here, he imagines larger-than-life heroes 
and toughs in the visual language of film: 
The leaves swirl, the music quickens, 
and his eyes burn. Eventually Mitty sets 
out on a real adventure to track down 
a wild-man photographer (Sean Penn). 
The film thrills at this quest; the National 
Geographic-quality vistas are almost 
distractingly beautiful, the indie ballads 
one synthesizer chord short of emotional 
overkill. Yet Stiller balances his big ambi¬ 
tions with small, grounded truths—after 
visiting a volcano, Mitty goes to a Papa 


John's and balances his checkbook. 
Globe-trotting ain't cheap. Like Mitty, 
Stiller dreams big. The problem is that 
audiences have trouble dividing Stiller 
the actor—the paycheck-cashing doofus 
of Night at the Museum—from Stiller the 
director, whose last film scored Robert 
Downey Jr. an Oscar nomination (for a 
summer comedy!). He's both famous and 
forgotten, the best comedy director of 
his generation hiding in plain sight. (PG) 
Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS Did dino¬ 
saurs feel love? Walking with Dinosaurs 
must argue yes, as the genre of animal¬ 
centric edutainment has settled on 
hustling for respectability by propping 
up heterosexual norms. Unfailingly, 
these films go through life's showiest 
moments as dutifully as encyclopedia 
entries: birth, courtship, reproduction, 
always from a male point of view. But 
the point of Walking with Dinosaurs is 
to look, not to learn. And this new 3D 
spectacle is a visual miracle. The anima¬ 
tion comes alive through a celebration of 
corporeality: the jiggle of fat, the stretch 
and release of sagging skin, the tide-like 
motions of tendons and arteries beneath 
pebbled skin. And the dinosaurs them¬ 
selves are crafted with love and creative 
extravagance. Set against live-action 
footage of Alaskan and New Zealand 
landscapes, they barely stand out as the 
products of ones and zeroes. And the 
species at the film's core are outfitted 
with horned headdresses so outlandishly 
rococo they would make Louis XIV weep 
with jealousy. If only they didn't speak, 
or had anyone speak for them. Virtually 
every breath of these wonderful lizard 
gods is overexplained by a logorrheic 
narrator (John Leguizamo), a time-trav¬ 
eling bird who sounds like he's studying 
for the SATs ("prehistoric pugilism," 
"mayhem in the ranks"). The awkwardly 
sophisticated avian patter jars with the 
barely there romance between two 
pachyrhinosauri. The only solace from 
the uninspired characters and crammed- 
in factoids are the gags about poop and 
puke—juvenile, yes, but also appropriate 
for the film's "back to nature" ethos. 

(PG) Inkoo Kang. Countywide. 

THE WOLF OF WALL STREET Martin 
Scorsese's The Wolf of Wall Street is the 
kind of movie directors make when they 
wield money, power, and a not inconsid¬ 
erable degree of arrogance. Sprawling 
and extravagant, it revels in all manner 
of excess; its antihero, the crooked high¬ 
flier Jordan Belfort (Leonardo DiCaprio), 
has a Dunhill wallet where his heart 
should be, and he can't stop flinging bills 
out of it. The movie guns for grandeur in 
the same way: There are hints of great¬ 
ness, one or two scenes that remind you 
why you look forward to new Scorsese 
films in the first place. But as a highly 
detailed portrait of true-life corruption 
and bad behavior in the financial sector, 
Wolf of Wall Street is pushy and hollow, 
too much of a bad thing, like a three- 
hour cold call from the boiler room that 
leaves you wondering, "What have I 
just been sold?" DiCaprio's Jordan is the 
founder of a '90s-era investment firm. 

His cronies, among them Jonah Hill's 
perpetually dazed-looking Donnie Azoff, 
bilk ordinary folk out of millions, the 
better to finance mansions, yachts, and 
trophy wives—plus hookers and drug 
habits. The Wolf of Wall Street halfheart¬ 
edly follows a rags-to-riches-to-rags 
arc, though mostly it fixates on riches. 
Scorsese can't get a fix on the tone; the 
movie has the intentionally sour spirit of 
Goodfellas, but none of its grim humor. 
One hour of that boorishness would be 
more than enough, but by the end of the 
second you might be wondering if any¬ 
one—including Scorsese—is ever going 
to call these guys on their self-absorbed 
idiocy. What, exactly, does he think of 
these people? (R) Stephanie Zacharek. 
Countywide. 
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OC Arts Preview 2014! 


From Laguna to Coastline College and beyond, 
the best in arts for the first half of the year 

BY DAVE BARTON 


P olitics, dead Egyptian pets, historical 
figures, Jean-Luc Godard, anime, 
pinup girls and charity galore, most 
of it free. Welcome to the First Half of 2014 
Art Preview (in alphabetical order): 

BC SPACE GALLERY engages your con¬ 
science with the unfortunately titled “Silent 
But Deadly” (Feb. 24). But photography 
from James Lerager and Kei Kobayashi, 
as well as a documentary from Jun Horie, 
still makes me want to see it. Curator Mark 
Chamberlain says, “We have gathered some 
very interesting video and still material from 
Fukushima that would probably be illegal to 
obtain today, given the recent crackdown by 
the Japanese government.” 235 Forest Ave., 
Laguna Beach, (949) 497-1880; www.bcspace. 
com. Call for hours. FREE. 

Starting Feb. 6, BEALL CENTER FOR ART 
+ TECHNOLOGY will feature “Wall of 
Sound: New Work by Zimoun,” in which 
the Swiss artist creates sonic sculptures 
with inanimate and mechanical objects. 712 
Arts Plaza, Irvine, (949) 824-6206; www. 
heallcenter.uci.edu. Open Tues.-Wed., noon- 
5p.m.; Thurs.-Sat., noon-8 p.m. FREE. 

A trio of shout-outs for the BOWERS 
MUSEUM: Feb. 8 brings “Beethoven: The 
Late Great,” featuring rare artifacts from 
the composer, including manuscripts 
never exhibited on the West Coast. 

March 22 offers “Soulful Creatures: 

Animal Mummies in Ancient 
Egypt.” Thirty mummies! And 
“Chuck Jones: Drawn From the 
Far Side” features never-before- 
displayed drawings from one 
of the finest animation direc¬ 
tors ever (April 26). 2002 N. 

Main St., Santa Ana, 

(714) 567-3600; www. 
bowers.org. Open 
Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m- 
4 p.m. $10-$15. 

COASTLINE ART 
GALLERY curator 
David Michael Lee 
promises handmade 
books and a paper 
forest for “STOCK | 

California,” starting Jan. 31. The 
mustache-twirling and extreme close-ups 
of genre westerns inspires the paintings of 
“Spaghetti | Western,” opening April 4. 1515 
Monrovia Ave., Newport Beach, (714) 241- 
6213; www.coastline.edu/community/ 
art-gallery. Open Wed.-Fri., noon-4p.m. FREE. 
Orange Coast College’s FRANK M. DOYLE 
ARTS PAVILION gave us impressive 
works by artists younger than 40 last fall. 
Now, curator Trevor Norris pays due dili¬ 
gence to his elders with “17@70+,” open¬ 
ing Jan. 29. 2701 Fairview Rd., Costa Mesa, 
(714) 432-5102; www.occartspavilion.com. 
Open Tues. St Thurs.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5p.m.; 
Wed., 11 a.m.-7p.m. FREE. 




GRAND CENTRAL ART CENTER starts 
the year on Jan. 18 with “Julianne Swartz 
and Ken Landauer: Miracle Report.” In the 
words of the artists, “Our installation will 
strive to embody some beauty, some hocus 
pocus and some unexplainable magic.” And 
while June 7 is far off, that means it gives 
you more time to clear the calendar 
for “Flora Kao: Wind House.” I can 
get lost in decay, so Kao’s “life-size 
rubbing” of a collapsed desert home¬ 
stead’s “debris field” gets me hot in 
all the right places. 125 N. Broadway, 
Santa Ana, (714) 567-7233; www. 
grandcentralartcenter.com. Open 
Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 

11 a.m.-7p.m. FREE. 

Shed a tear for curator Grace Kook- 
Anderson’s final “ex• pose” show at the 
LAGUNA ART MUSEUM on Feb. 23, 
featuring the mixed-media, anti-war 
pieces of Israeli artist Dana Harel. 307 
Cliff Dr., Laguna Beach, (949) 494-8971; 
lagunaartmuseum.org. OpenFri- 
Tues., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thurs., 

11 a.m.-9 p.m. $5-$7. 
Fullerton’s MAGOSKI ART 
COLONY, unsurprisingly, 
has all sorts of beautiful weird¬ 
ness to offer. At the Violethour on 
Jan. 3, Anna Hansen’s mural and floor 
installation “Connections to Earth and 
Beauty” involves hundreds of tiny found 
objects from nature. That same day, the 
Hibbleton hosts “Never Too Late: a Mil¬ 
dred Kouzel Retrospective” in honor of 
the prolific 91-year-old, while the Eagan 
Gallery has borrowed hundreds of pieces 
from LA art collector Enrique Serrato’s 
Chicano art collection. Throughout Janu¬ 
ary, the Projection Room shows six of 
director Steve Elkins’ films, including one 
of my favorites, La Chinoise. Finally, Art 
With an Agenda returns on April 4 with 


“The Beautiful Autism,” an art exhibit 
about the disease, with all proceeds going 
to charity. 223/225 W. Santa Fe Ave., Fuller¬ 
ton, (714) 441-1504; www.magoskiartscolony. 
com. Call for hours. FREE. 

The most recognizable woman in art (next 
to the Virgin Mary and Mona Lisa) appears 
at the MUSEUM OF LATIN AMERICAN 
ART on March 15. “Frida Kahlo: Her Pho¬ 
tos” offers a rare opportunity to see almost 
300 images from the Mexican artist’s col¬ 
lection. 628Alamitos Ave., Long Beach, 

(562) 437-1689; www.molaa.com. Open Wed- 
Thurs. St Sat-Sun., 11 a.m.-5p.m.; Fri., 

11 a.m.-9 p.m. $6-$9. 

Being miserable creates great art, right? 

Our Best Visual Artist of 2013 Kebe Fox and 
artist Stephen Anderson answer that hoary 
question in the duo show “Happy Medium” 
June 7 at ORANGE COUNTY CENTER 
FOR CONTEMPORARY ART. 117N. Syca¬ 
more St., Santa Ana, (714) 667-1517; www. 
occca.org. Open Thurs.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. FREE. 

Throughout February, Q ART SALON 

features “A Little Hanky Spanky,” a group 
show featuring dollar bill (and smaller- 
sized work along voyeurism themes. 205 
N. Sycamore St., Santa Ana, (714) 835-8833; 
www.qartsalon.com. Call for hours. FREE. 
ROTHICK ART HAUS has reduced its out¬ 
put to just a handful of shows this year, all 
of them must-sees: Pinup artist Gil Elvgren 
gets a tribute on Feb. 8, and POPzilla 
presents video game-inspired art in a group 
show May 10. On July 5, the gallery teams 
with Bandai to celebrate the rerelease of 
the anime series Sailor Moon, hosting a 
group exhibition of international artists for 
“Moon Crisis: a Tribute to Sailor Moon.” 

170 S. Harbor Blvd., Anaheim, (714) 829- 
8283; www.rothick.com. Open Sat., noon- 
5 p.m. FREE. 

LETTERS@OCWEEKLY.COM 





TrendZilla 

»LP HASTINGS 


Gift Card Indies 

I t's all over. Now you can spend that cash 
and those Visa gift cards on yourself to 
make up for the awkward present your aunt 
bought you. But why not spend your money 
with small businesses that lovingly craft 
products instead of giving more to H&M and 
Nordstrom? Here's a short list of places with 
some of the best handmade products around: 

SMALL BATCH PRODUCTION 

Simple linens are an underestimated luxury. 
They're not expensive, and unless they've 
been printed on, they're not fancy-looking, 
either. But linens will outlive you, and they're 
gratifying to touch after a few washings. 

Plus, you'll find a surprising amount of 
absorbency for the thin material. Small Batch 
Production hails from upstate New York and 
makes classic tea towels and aprons for men 
and women. You'll feel so cute wearing these 
things you'll actually want to do housework. 
smallbatchproduction.etsy. com. 

PEG AND AWL 

Words such as reclaimed and upcycled get 
thrown around enough that they've begun 
to lose their luster. But Peg and Awl take it 
to a whole new level. The husband-and-wife 
team from Philadelphia makes bags and 
home goods from Victorian-era canvas, old 
gun slings and wood from abandoned barns. 
Their products can be on the pricier end, but 
the craftsmanship is impeccable. What's $150 
if it'll last you forever? pegandawlbuilt.com. 

SHELTER PROTECTS YOU 

This couple sews idyllic, sylvan purses and 
backpacks that'll make you want to take a 
picnic in the mountains and read Thoreau. 
The combination of denim and the softest 
leathers and textiles feels lovely in your 
hands, but it doesn't take away from the 
durability. I've used myTaplin purse every 
day for two years, and it's still holding up. 

Plus, if you're in the market for a grown-up 
playhouse cabin, Shelter builds those, too. 
shelterprotectsyou. com. 

LOVE JULES 

Ankle boots are as hipster as hipster can 
get, but Love Jules makes its like a work of 
art—and it's not something the person next 
to you also bought at Urban Outfitters. A team 
of two make every pair by hand with only the 
help of a sewing machine and wood-burning 
pen. The boots are made to order using rich, 
earthy leathers, thick laces, buckles and 
sometimes even genuine Pendleton fabric. 
lovejules.etsy.com. 

LPHASTINGS@OCWEEKLY.COM 


Follow me on Instagram: 
@lp_hastings. 
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For the Last Time... 

Hot Damn! 

OC legend Phil Shane says goodbye to OC, but goes out singin’ 

BYADAMLOVINUS 


O n a damp Friday night in 

December at Harpoon Hen¬ 
ry’s seafood grill in the Dana 
Point harbor district, Phil Shane is 
chatting up the late dinner crowd in 
the lounge. They are bundled up in 
sweaters while sipping Chardonnay 
and eating mahi-mahi. In his hand, 
Phil has his signature drink, the Hot 
Damn, a short glass of cinnamon 
schnapps on the rocks, which he’ll 
use to toast the audience throughout 
the night, provoking the eponymous 
call-and-response familiar to Phil 
Shane regulars. 

“Hot damn!” 

“Hot damn!” 

It’s Phil Shane night in Orange 
County—something of an institu¬ 
tional event that has been occurring 
for some 40 years since Shane’s 
arrival as a fresh-faced 23-year-old 
rockabilly crooner from Tupelo, Mis¬ 
sissippi. He had set out for SoCal in 
1972 in search of Disneyland. Two 
days after pulling into Anaheim, he 
walked into the Jolly Roger on Har¬ 
bor Boulevard and booked his first 
West Coast job. He’s been working 
here ever since. 

But soon, Shane and his wife/ 


“I’ve seen the show a 
million times. He puts 
everything out there every 
time he’s onstage, and you 
can’t help but love it,” says 
Mike Yoder. 

manager/seamstress/co-song- 
writer/co-conspirator, Michlene, 
are leaving for Gallatin, Tennessee, 
a small town about half an hour 
northeast of Nashville. 

This year will be a change of pace 
for the Shanes. After a dozen or so 
years of grinding, playing upward 
of 250 dates per year, splitting time 
between Orange County and Las 
Vegas over the past decade, Phil (64) 
and Michlene (“younger”) opted to 
change tack and slow things down 
and to pursue other avenues. “By 
October of [2012], I had booked all of 
2013,” Michlene says. “If we’re going 
to do this and do this, we’re not 
going to have an opportunity to do 
what we wanted to do, which is get 
out there and do the songwriting—in 
the same room at the same time.” 

It might surprise you to learn that 


original music is a longtime passion 
for someone like Shane, who made 
a reputation for himself as almost 
purely a barroom entertainer. He’s 
best known for his immense song 
vocabulary, which he estimates at 
2,000. His look composites Wayne 
Newton, Elvis Presley and Neil 
Diamond, and standing at 5-foot-3, 
he could just as much claim Prince. 
Conceptually, on paper, Shane’s a 
guy singing karaoke, ’70s Vegas- 
style—mostly classic rock and coun¬ 
try songs. Call it whatever you want; 
he owns it. 

“There’s only one Phil Shane,” 
says Alex Hernandez, owner of 
Alex’s Bar in Long Beach. “The ulti¬ 
mate lounge singer. He transcends 
every subgenre of music fan we have 
as far as audience goes.” 

As far as this set in Dana Point 
goes, it’s mostly 50- and 60-some- 
thing affluent men with Burl Ives 
goatees and GILF-y wives. The 
place felt a little stuffy as Phil 
queued up the opening guitar riff 
for Roy Orbison’s “Pretty Woman.” 
But by the start of the second verse, 
all 70-plus folks sitting around the 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 


True Story 

»JACK GRISHAM 

Body Talk 

I could tell you that I read minds, but that's not 
exactly true. It's not like you could think of a 
color, and I could tell you what that color is—I'm 
not a long-shot carny guesser. But let's say you 
were having problems with a color, that you had 
an emotional involvement with it, well, I could read 
that—and it wouldn't be by some X-Men-lifting-up- 
cars-and-throwing-them-down-the-street talent 
of psychokinesis; it would be that I read your body 
movements or lack thereof. All of us read people— 
maybe not consciously, but when we see someone 
grimace, smile or bite his or her lip, we infer certain 
emotions that are attached to those gestures. It's 
basic unspoken human communication, but you 
can go further. 

We live in a very selfish society—a "me first" 
civilization of self-absorbed children. The vast 
majority of us are too wrapped up in our own lives 
to really watch one another. Is the person we're 
looking at leaning forward or back? Are they in a 
position of neutrality, or is there a tension built into 
their posture? Are their lips tight? Are the corners 
of their eyes pulled in? What about their brow—is it 
pinched and furrowed, relaxed, or Botox-stretched 
smooth? And what of their hands: Are they at rest? 
Is the skin around the knuckles flush, or is it white- 
gripped tight? The human body is a tickertape of 
movements transferring emotional information and 
begging to be read. There are no secrets in a world 
of human connection. As long as you're willing to 
step out of yourself and actually be a partner in the 
transaction of communication. 

I learned howto read people like a child learns 
to read a book. I started with a few small combina¬ 
tions—frown, forward posture, tight lips (which, 
by the way, translates to an unpleasant task ahead 
which will be met with aggressive fortitude)—and 
then piece by piece, I moved into the greater 
complexities of a body's movement. I expanded 
my human-posture vocabulary until I could read 
volumes in a gesture, and the more I studied, the 
clearer the communication flowed, until it seemed 
as if I were reading minds. Take this man: 

"Good afternoon, sir." 

"Are you addressing me?" The man was 
wearing a very conservatively cut, charcoal- 
gray suit, but his body read like a straight-up 
wife-dodging creep. 

"Yes," I replied. "Are you still fucking that 
young girl?" 

He reached toward his ring finger, lifted his eyes 
upward and to the left, constructing a lie. 

"I'm sure I don't know what you're talking 
about," he said. 

"Sure you do." His hands looked soft, mani¬ 
cured; I'm figuring he's fucking an Asian mas¬ 
seuse. I grab my crotch, squint my eyes and gyrate 
my hips at him. "Does she fuck you before she 
does your nails or after?" He pulls out his phone 
and dials 911; it's a nonverbal way of telling me 
he's done. 

Jack Grisham is an author, hypnotherapist, T.S.O.L. 
front man and all-around troublemaker. This column 
may or may not be factual, with characters who 
may or may not be real. 
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BAR-LOUNGE-EVENTS 
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SECRET CHIEF (PwA&ltd. 
JANUARY WEDNESDAY 
DETROIT RAR RESIDENT 

JANUARY 8 AT 9PM 
THE LONELY WILD 

843W.19TH ST., COSTA MESA 
21+ HAPPY HOUR 8PM-9:30PM 
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wild child 

A Jim 
Morrison 
Celebration 

In An Amazing 
Re-creation OS 
A LIVE DOORS 
Concert 

Friday, Jan. 17 th 8pm 

COACH HOUSE 


33157 CAMINO CAPISTRANO • SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO 

949.496.8930 - ALL AGES! 
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- BEST LIVE BAND - 


EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT FOR FREE STARTING 1/07 - 2/25 
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lounge were clapping to the backbeat, 
fresh drinks in hand, and jotting down 
requests for him. 

The next night in Huntington Beach, the 
crowd might be 30 years younger. 

“You get a pretty eclectic mix, you 
know,” says Hernandez, who has been 
booking Shane for most of his 14 years 
running the venue. “His hardcore regu¬ 
lars range in age from, like, 50 to 70, 

80 even, and the punkers love him, the 
hipster kids come out and love him. It’s 
probably the broadest demographic out 
of anyone who performs at our spot.” 

A set highlight comes when Shane 
sings Tom Jones’ “Delilah,” in which he 
injects a chant of “You bitch! You slut! 

You whore!” into the chorus and churns 
his pelvis as erotically as a 64-year-old 
man could possibly hope to. It’s a big hit 
with the regulars, which makes it easier 
to laugh at. 

“I’ve seen the show a million times. 

He puts everything out there every time 
he’s onstage, and you can’t help but 
love it,” says Mike Yoder, a Costa Mesa 
video artist and longtime Shane regu¬ 
lar. He mainly attends Shane’s monthly 
gigs at La Cave. “His looks, his dancing 
and everything else—it’s almost kind 



of funny. And he has a sense of humor 
about his music.” 

La Cave promoter Dave Scott has been 
booking Shane for 10 years. He tells a 
story about how he met his wife through 
Phil; she was a backup singer for the 
Hot Damns, his backing band when he 
booked larger venues. “I asked her to 
dance, and she said no,” Scott remem¬ 
bers. “But she loved Phil, so I told her he 
would be back[at La Cave] next week, so 
she came back, and that was it.” 

Shane sang Presley’s “Can’t Help Fall¬ 
ing In Love” at their wedding. 

Coincidentally, the same song is signifi¬ 
cant in Shane’s own marriage. Michlene 
has managed Phil Shane since 1988. 
Shane, then married to his first wife, 
caught her eye after singing that song, 
which sparked a professional relation¬ 
ship that would eventually blossom into 
their marriage of 19 years and counting. 

“I never was a really big Elvis fan. But I 
watched him do it, and it was, ‘Okay, I like 
Elvis,”’ she recalls. 

Shane will be the first to tell you he 
owes much of his success to Michlene’s 
guidance and entrepreneurial prowess. 
“I’m not good at booking myself,” he says. 
“I had to be pushed by her. For years, I 
did a standup show. I didn’t have the jack¬ 



ets, all that kind of stuff. And it worked— 
I’d switch my jackets up during the show, 
and people flocked to the lounge.” 

The jackets were Michlene’s idea—and 
her creation. She sewed him a jacket for 
his Elvis set, a black sequined waistcoat 
for Neil Diamond, and a third jacket they 
call the “oldies jacket.” Shane became 
her full-time everything by the early ’90s. 
“It’s a shame I didn’t have her pushing me 
along when I was 20 years old,” he says. 
The night they met, she told him he’d 
be doing bigger things the next year, he 
recalls. “I wondered what she meant,” he 
says and laughs. “She’s done so much for 
me, and we really work well together.” 

Last year, Shane and Michlene decided 
to leave Orange County for the range 
life. They sold their house in Huntington 
Beach, bought one outside Nashville, 
and started looking for contacts in the 
songwriting business. They enlisted an 
agent. They plan on working part-time 
doing the Phil Shane “One Man Legend” 
shows to pay the bills, along with writing 
new music together—with Shane putting 
music to Michlene’s lyrics. 

Ultimately, his goal is to write and 
showcase tunes to sell to younger acts 
coming up in Nashville. “I hope to sell a 
song to somebody and make a hit out of 
it—I’d love that,” he says. “I’m way past 
the recording thing. Nobody past 30 years 
old is gonna have a hit starting out. You 
gotta be young and fresh.” 

As the evening progresses, requests 
for Phil Shane originals surface, includ¬ 
ing one for a tune called “Love On the 
Internet.” It’s a catchy number penned by 
the duo back in 1999 before either had an 
Internet connection. There’s an elaborate 
line of crowd participation, and it’s obvi¬ 
ous people know the tune. It’s then you 
can see the direction of Phil’s career. “I’m 
looking forward to the times when I can 
get up in the morning and have a cup of 
coffee and set out on the porch for awhile 
and think of ideas for a tune,” Phil says. 
“We’ve never had that opportunity.” 


PHIL SHANE 

performs at Original Mike's, 100 S. Main 
St., Santa Ana, (714) 550-7764; www. 
originalmikes.com.Tues., 7 p.m. Free. 21+. 

For more info on Phil Shane, 
visit www.philshane.com. 
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Untztoppable 

Pasquale Rotella on the future of EDM in 2014 

BY ALEJANDRA LOERA 


P asquale Rotella created the Electric 
Daisy Carnival (EDC) in 1996, just 
three years after founding Insom¬ 
niac. Taking inspiration from theme parks 
and movies, Rotella, now one of the most 
recognized figures in the EDM world, does 
his best to create unique experiences that 
are meant to highlight the crowd instead 
of the D Js. Today, EDC (one of the largest 
EDM festivals in the country), Insomniac’s 
Wonderland events, and the Enhanced Con¬ 
cert Series draw more than 3 million attend¬ 
ees in California, Nevada, Colorado, Wash¬ 
ington, New York, Puerto Rico and London. 
Rotella rang in the New Year at the Anaheim 
Convention Center with Insomniac’s third 
annual White Wonderland. We spoke to the 
CEO about the direction of his company and 
the EDM scene in 2014. 

OC WEEKLY; What initially brought you to 
Orange County—specifically the Anaheim 
Convention Center—for your annual 21-and- 
over event, White Wonderland? 

PASQUALE ROTELLA: The venue was the 
best option for us, being that [the weather 
is] cold and there’s the potential of rain. 

It’s a nice indoor convention center that 
can accommodate thousands of people. 
Personally, [the Insomniac staff] gets to go 
to Disneyland the next day—straight from 
our hotel. This [was] our third White Won¬ 
derland, and it’s become tradition. I enjoy 
Disneyland because I love everything that’s 
fantasy and takes you to another place. I 
strive to bring that into the festivals, so it’s a 
great inspiration. 

The Wonderland franchise has grown to be a 
big part of the EDM culture in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia. Do you think Nocturnal Wonderland 
and Escape From Wonderland are too close 
together, being only a month apart? 

That’s actually in our plan [this year]. We do 
feel like they’re really close together, so we 
keep goingback and forth with a new date. 
We were going to bring Nocturnal back 
to Labor Day weekend, but there’s a great 
non-dance festival that our good friend is 
involved in producing for that day. So that’s 
why I’m not really fighting for the date 


anymore. It’s a great weekend for musical 
festivals, though! 

EDC London was your first international 
festival. What made you choose Mexico next, 
and what other countries do you plan to 
expand to? 

We are definitely going to do a handful, and 
I would tell you what cities, but we have 
a lot of options. We don’t jump on every 
opportunity that comes our way. We’re actu¬ 
ally trying to slow things down right now 
and make sure every event is special. 

How has your partnership with Live Nation 
been beneficial to the success of your brand? 
Do you still have most of the creative control? 
We have full autonomy. [Live Nation] 
doesn’t get involved with the creativity. But 
in regard to it helping us, London wouldn’t 
have happened so quickly if that company 
didn’t help make it possible. Live Nation 
has a very worldwide reach. It had the 
venue established, local politics and even 
staff there. So we were able to move very 
quickly on that. Otherwise, we would have 
to learn what the right venues are, take our 
own staff there, or hire people in the city. It’s 
a lot of work if you don’t already have the 
right relationships established. Not so much 
in Southern California because we pretty 
much have the same crew running things. 
But we are always open to check out new 
venues that Live Nation suggests. 

Where do you see dance music going, and how 
will you be a part of continuing to be a trail- 
blazer in this growing community? 

It’s exciting. I’m looking forward to being 
a part of it and pushing things forward. 
Combine great music with a great experi¬ 
ence, and it’s here to stay. The spirit of 
EDM festivals is different and has a lasting 
connection with its audience. Coachella 
is an amazing event, but it’s a concert. It’s 
more of the crowd being super-passionate 
about the live-music culture. Dance-music 
events have more interaction with the peo¬ 
ple attending these festivals. I’m not saying 
one is better than the other. They are just a 
different experience, and that’s why I think 
[EDM festivals] will continue to grow. 

LETTERS@OCWEEKLY.COM 
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A Smiths/Morrissey Tribute 
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with special guest 

Queen Nation 
& BiPolar Bears 

SAT. JAN 11 
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METAL MASTERS 
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- COMING SOON! «© 


1/14 


1/23 

1/24 


Janelle Monae - The Electric Tour, 
Roman GianArthur - SOLD OUT 
Ratt, Warrant, Stonebreed 
Back In Black- Tribute to AC/DC, True 2 
Crue 

Queensryche, John Corabi 
Stone Sour, Pop Evil, Stolen Babies 
Ones To Watch Presents Savoy- Get 
Lazer'd Tour, DotEXE 
Zappa Plays Zappa-Roxy and 
Elsewhere 40th Anniversary Tour 
2/13 & 16 Noche Romantlca con Ramon Ayala 
2/21 Live Nation Presents Karmin- Pulses 
Tour, Bryce Vine 


2/22 Super Diamond- The Neil Diamond Tribute 
2/28 Lit - 15th Anniversary of “A Place In The 
Sun”, Jeremiah Red, Spare Parts For 
Broken Hearts 

3/1 The Wailers-30th Anniversary of 
Legend Tour 

3/4 Ones To Watch Presents Walk Off The 
Earth, Parachute, Camera2 
The Ataris - So long, Astoria Reunion, 
Authority Zero, Drag The River, Versus 
The World 

The Expendables - Winter Blackout 
2014, Stick Figures, Seedless 
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9 PM 

SHOWTIME 


BMlJBWil 


_ WLWT _ 

VELVET LOUNGE 

NAMED OC's 

" # T GAY B4 R" 

JOIN US FOR 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 

DRAG N SHOW 


TWO SEATINGS EACH WEEK! 

11:00AM & 1:00PM EVERY SUNDAY! 


Gourmet Brunch 

Mimosas and 
Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary Bar 

Weekly show Ir 
the Brunchetti 


SECOND SHOW ADDED 11 AM & 1PM 
>UE TO POPULAR DEMAND! SHOWTIMES o-' 


<C/\rri THIS SUNDAY ONLY! | 

OFF! DECEMBER 29 TH* J 


RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOfl 
714-232-8727 EXT. 4 


M Musical 

>- MONDAYS 


Showtunes J 

SlNG-A-lONG 
with VJ Dan 


feHKe 

DINNER SHOW 


TACOl K/IP/IOME 

TUESDAY J) HOSTED IT 

^YOU.AN-EATTACo/K^niEN COB9 
.CANTMARGARrTAS 


5:00PM - 10:00PM 


cherry 


“ladies night’ 

w/ DJ Saratonin 


Latin Night D J KABDDM 
. “ DJ ERIK5DN 

— I S3 Coronas til 1Q:3D 

h- Trniiii a Di i Ntrut 


Far 


3 party with the stars 
< DJ Zach Moos 
^ Weekly Performances 


m 


club Lucky Presents: 

I SWSII OC'S ALL NEW & 
ONLY WEEKLY 
V+BOYS'CLUB! 

w/DJ BIP JETTIHCTON 
“ and your performing servers 

VENUS D-UTE, ADRENALINE & MORE! 


VLVT | VELVET LOUNGE 

416 W. 4TH STREET, SANTA ANA 92701 
LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC ARTS DISTRICT 
MORE INFO AT: VELVETOC.COM 






DJs/NIGHTCLUBS 


SATURDAY 

DEC 

OftTH 


A TRIBUTE TO DAFT PUNK 


SUNDAY 

DEC 

OOTH 


TUESDAY 

DEC 

'll ST 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


LIVE MUSIC CONCERTS 



FOR INFO & TICKETS VISIT 

YOSTTHEATER.COM 


307 N. SPURGEON ST. SANTA ANA 
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» KYLE CAVANESS 

The Empire 
Shreds Back 

F ullerton five-piece Capt. Slookie and 
the Rogue Squadron barely fit on the 
stage at the Constellation Room, and not just 
because of the expanse of guitars, amps 
and mustaches they pile onto the bars back- 
corner stage. Their sound is just so much 
bigger—Capt. Slookie draws heavily from the 
best parts of'90s alternative rock, powered by 
a three-guitar attack reminiscent of the first 
Foo Fighters album or Rated R-e ra Queens of 
the Stone Age. Led by singer/guitarist Sean 
"Slookie" Slouka, the Rogue Squadron—gui¬ 
tarist Ryan "Red" Medeck, bassist John Olt- 
manns, drummer Jeff Ramirez and new addi¬ 
tion Kevin Brady, who handles guitar, synthe¬ 
sizer and backing vocals—serve up outsized 
doses of rock, playing with local groups such 
as Dhaga Bloom, the Audacity and the 87's. 
They are currently finishing a full-length album 
that will follow last years Controlled Chaos EP 
(available at captslookie.bandcamp.com). 

OC WEEKLY; How did the band get started? 
SEAN SLOUKA: It started with me having 
other bands, like Pterodacdudes, and in my 
down time, I wanted to do something differ¬ 
ent. My roommate at the time, Trevor, played 
drums, and we got some songs together, and 
eventually, it worked its way into this. [Trevor] 
moved to [San] Pedro, John and Red joined, 
and Jeff took over on drums, and Kevin is our 
newest addition. It was a side project at first, 
but now it's a main project. 

Do you do most of the songwriting? 
SLOUKA: At first I did, but now everybody 
writes his own part—it's very democratic 
in this band. Don'tthink of me as "The Cap¬ 
tain" doing everything; everybody adds his 
own piece. 

How is the new album coming? Where are 
you recording? 

SLOUKA: In my garage. That's where we 
did the first EP, actually, which was my first 
recording. It's become a little more refined— 


now we're going through the mixing process, 
which we're having someone else do for us. 
JEFF RAMIREZ: [The whole record] was 
recorded in Slookie's garage. 

RYAN MEDECK: He records a lot of the 
other local bands, too. 

Who else have you worked with? 

SLOUKA: I demoed White Knights' album, 
and for compilations, I recorded Bad Antics; 
Forever Baby, another of Kevin's bands... 

Is everybody in other bands? 

ALL: Yes. 

JOHN OLTMANNS: Red and I play drums 
and bass in Bad Antics. 

How is this band different from your 
other projects? 

MEDECK: Well, [Bad Antics] are hardcore 
punk, and this is more like othertypes of 
music that we're into, more melodic stuff, 
more hooks, riffier, not as fast and abrasive, I 
guess. Just playing in other genres and get¬ 
ting another perspective on music. 
OLTMANNS: Most of us grew up playing 
in punk bands, so playing in something "not 
punk" was definitely a change. [Choosing to] 
not play really fast and slow down and work 
on a song compared to "all right, as many 
notes as you can throw in right here—go!" 
What are you guys listening to when 
you're writing? 

SLOUKA: We're all '90s kids —we like the 
Pixies, Built to Spill. We all have different 
backgrounds and cover a big spectrum, but 
we share a lot of common ground. 
OLTMANNS: For me, writing isn't about 
what I'm listening to. I could be listening 
to a metal band and get inspired to write 
something really slow, without even thinking 
about what I was listening to before—it's 
more about what you're feeling and playing 
at the time. 

How did you come up with the band name? 
SLOUKA: "Slookie" is a play off my last 
name, Slouka [pronounced SLOW-ka], 
which everyone mispronounces as SLOO- 
ka, which turned into Slookie, which turned 
into Captain Slookie. 

RAMIREZ: I don't even know this 
story. [Laughs] 

SLOUKA: And I have a huge obsession with 
Star Wars , so we had to throw the "Captain" 
and "Rogue Squadron" in there. 


HEY, ORANGE COUNTY / LONG BEACH MUSICIANS & BANDS! MAILYOUR MUSIC, CONTACT INFO, 
HIGH-RES PHOTOS & IMPENDING SHOW DATES FOR POSSIBLE REVIEWTO: LOCALS ONLY, OC WEEKLY, 2975 
RED HILL AVE., STE. 150, COSTA MESA, CA 92626. OR EMAIL YOUR LINKTO: LOCALSONLY@OCWEEKLY.COM. 
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Dive, Dive, IVIy Darling 

» TAYLOR HAMBY 

Poorman’s 
Parenting Advice? 

Free beer and kid talk from the Prince of All Media 

at the Beach Ball 


I t’s a week before Christmas, and the 
Beach Ball in Newport Beach has a large 
sign out front: “Merry Christmas! Our gift 
to you... We’re open 6 a.m.-2 a.m. 365 days 
a year.” And with an oceanfront view and 
rare Newport air conditioning in the sum¬ 
mer, the Beach Ball truly is a gift. 

Though a bar opening at 6 a.m. isn’t 
exactly a rarity (county stalwarts the Fling 
and the Quill have been doin’ it for years), it 
seems to be the main draw to the bar—and 
it’s in a perfect location. “It’s a rite of pas¬ 
sage if you live down here to party all night, 
then come drink here until Mutt’s opens,” 
explained Newport local and Johnny’s 
Saloon bartender Woody, out on her night 
off at the Beach Ball. Conversations with 
regulars of past and present at the Beach 
Ball all seem to lean toward mornings at the 
Ball, with stories of lines forming to get in at 
6 a.m. and hangover-curing Bloody Marys. 
But the nights there aren’t without merit. 

I went on a Wednesday night, and it was 
the beginning of the yearly Balboa Boat 
Parade, so the Poorman (who’s writing for 
us now, by the way—have you checked out 
his weekly writ¬ 
ings on our Stick 
a Fork In It food 
blog?) suggested I 
come down, check 
it out and hop 
over to a Newport 
dive while we’re 
at it. I arrived a bit 
early, so I invited 
a few other writer 
friends in the area 
to join me at the 
Ball while I waited. It has a cool setup, with 
the bar up top, a drinking area down below, 
a few pool tables and a photo booth. Jager 
memorabilia are everywhere, and a few of 
the deer even have red Rudolph noses on 
them for the holiday. The Internet jukebox, 
manned by the bartender that night, was 
playing country; at that moment, Hank Wil¬ 
liams Jr. was on (who the hell would prefer 
that douche over his legendary dad?). 

Two men sat at the end of the bar by the 
window. “The thing about living here is you 
can drive to whatever it is you wanna do,” 
one said to the other. “But if you’re from 
Bumfuckmyass, Montana, for example...” 

“Bumfuckmyass is where my grandpa is 
from, actually,” said the second guy. “He was 
a svelte man. A real mensch.” 

The bartender and I joined in on 
their laughter. 

This rag’s music editor, Nate Jackson, 
then found us. He was newly devoid of the 
admirably large curls he sported a few days 



prior. Not long after, the Poorman saun¬ 
tered in from a fancy Balboa Boat Parade 
viewing party. He lives the high life these 
days! “Poorman! Longtime fan,” Nate said, 
extending his hand. 

After Poorman made his greetings, he got 
down to business. “Let me buy you guys a 
drink. This round’s on me!” And the price 
was certainly Poorman-approved—three 
beers and one cocktail came out to $22. The 
bar only has four beers on draft, so I ordered 
the next closest thing to a Blue Moon: a 
Shock Top. There’s a larger bottled beer 
selection and ample liquor, including the 
curious new Jose Cuervo cinnamon tequila, 
Cinge; it sat front and center on the shelf. 
The dangers of Fireball and tequila all in 
one—yikes! I was not brave enough to try it. 

Ever charismatic, Poorman charmed 
his way into the group of fellow writers 
with anecdotes from the radio industry 
(“I’ve burned more bridges than MacAr- 
thur in WWII. I’ve been fired from six 
radio stations!”) and even had a bit of 
advice for us youngsters. 

“Do any of you guys have kids?” he asked. 
We didn’t. ‘Well, here’s the secret to raising 
kids: Let them do whatever they want. My 
son had no rules growing up, and look at 
him: He’s getting his master’s at Rice. The 
kid’s a genius!” 

Thought I’d share this sage bit of advice 
with you ’cause the best place to get parent¬ 
ing advice is late one night at a dive. 

TAHAMBY@OCWEEKLY.COM 


THE BEACH BALL 

2116 W. Oceanfront, Newport Beach, 
(949) 675-8041; www.beachballbar.com. 


BEST QUOTE OF 
THE NIGHT: 

"Don't ever buy sushi 
from a gas station." 

FAVORITE 

FLAIR: 

The tiger-striped felt 
lining on the pool 
tables—awesome! 
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1/2 Wade Fitzgerald 
& Friends 

1/4 Michael Olivieri 


Band & Special 
Guests 

1/7 Karaoke 

(every Tues) 

2/8 Beach City 
Cowboys 


/open for\ 

( Lunch \ 
l + 

Dinner J 

3950 Campus Dr. 
Newport Beach 

www.hogue-barmichaels.com 
facebook.com/Hogue-Barmichaels_ 




CLEARANCE SALE 

XTRASUN& RADIANT 
6" & 8" AIR COOLED HOODS 


ALL CANFAN PRODUCTS INSTOCK 


DEHUMIDI 


INCREDIBLE DEAL 

EVERYTHING FROM TOP OF THE LINE 
SPLIT AIR CONDITIONERS TO HEAT MATS & THERMOSTATS 


We Match Any Legitimate Price “™3|i 


Advanced 

Nutrients 


ABOTflniCflRE^ 



(949) 642-7776 APLUSHYDRO.COM ^ 
1606 BABCOCK ST COSTA MESA, CA 92627 
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THE COACH HOUSE 

www.thecoachhouse.com 


TICKETS and DINNER RESERVATIONS: 949-496-8930 

HUMMEL HARP 
BLOWOUT FEAT. 

John Mayall, & others 
HOLLYWOOD U2 / 

WAYWARD SONS 
TOWER OF POWER 
ALBERT LEE 
LOS LOBOS 
RICKY NELSON 
REMEMBERED 
WILD CHILD 
GUNBOAT KINGS 
MISSING PERSONS 
COCO MONTOYA 
SAVOY BROWN 
WHICH ONES PINK 
DESPERADO 
DOKKEN 
CITIZEN COPE 
LOS LONELY BOYS 
BEATLES vs STONES 
PATRIZIO BUANNE 
DAN HICKS & THE 
P ^ HOT LICKS 

W Jf': 2/13 ERIC SARDINAS 

™ OTTMAR LIEBERT 

& LUNA NEGRA 
MICHAEL 

SCHENKER GROUP 
THE MUSICAL BOX 

"The Exclusive, 

Authorized by Peter 
Gabriel, Re-Creation of 
Genesis’ f Fox Trot 1 " 
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BOYS 
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[PATRIZIO 
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BIG HEAD TODD 
& THE MON$TES$ 


ERIC > Si 
SARDINAS^) 


UPCOMING SHOWS 



2/22 

2/27 

2/28 

3/1 

3/13 

3/14 

3/20 

3/21 


DICK DALE 
ROBERT RANDOLPH 
& THE FAMILY BAND 
SHARON CORR 
(of THE CORRS) 
ELVIN BISHOP 
TONIC 

TOMMY CASTRO & 
The Painkillers 
GIBSON BROTHERS 
LED ZEPAGAIN 


3/22 


4/1 


4/11 

4/17 

4/27 

5/25 


OC'S FUNNIEST 
HOUSEWIVES 
An Evening with BIG 
HEAD TODD AND THE 
MONSTERS 
BRUCE COCKBURN 
MIKE PETERS 
(of The Alarm) 

MARC COHN 
MARSHALL 
TUCKER BAND 


33157 Camino Capistrano \ San Juan Capistrano \ www.thecoachhouse.com 
uke us on facebook.com/coachhouseconcerthall | follow us on Twitter @coach_house 
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE SERVICES 
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SANTA ANA LAKE FOREST GARDEN GROVE 

1651 East Edinger Ave 23331 EIToro Blvd. 2101 North Fairview 
Suite # 102 Suite #205 Suite D 92706 
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BRIAN GAMBLE. M.B. 


24/7 

Verification! 



Professional 
Photo 
ID Cards 


RENEWALS 
NEW PATIENTS 



NO WAITING, FAST PROCESSING 

■hIJm 

Wpl 4 - 530-3322 

12570 Brookhurst St. #1, Garden Grove CA. 92840 

veteran £ Senior Citizen discounts availadle 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 

WALK INS WELCOMED 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


10:30am-6:30pm 


*BRING THREE AND THE FOURTH PERSON FREE!!! *TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 1/7 
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LBC 420 EVALUATIONS 
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720 ALAMIT0S AVE., UNIT A, LONG BEACH 90813 
(562) 599-8420 


■providing you with the safest and most affordable MMJ reiommenda 
best prices and we guarantee that we are 100% legal and in (omplia 
laws under prop 215. 






’ ■ Medical 

I ■ Marijuana 

■ Evaluations 


_ _lf mwm Offers only valid with 

Hvn ad. Only one promotion 
per patient per visit 
Expires 1/9/14 

Evaluation C ,“.ter 

ALL patients are seen by a licensed California physician 


SPECIAL! 

Recommendations 
Starting at 


All Patients 


24/7 

online & phone 
verification 


440 Fair Drive, Suite S. 227 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 


Yo hablo Espanol! 


Open 7 Days a Week 
Walk-Ins Welcome! 
Monday-Sunday 
9am to 6pm 


4J1HKI IMsMinr IMlEttgfilL ©TJ® 


OPEN 
Mon-Fri 12PM to 7PM 
Sat 12PM to 5PM 


714 


191 


797® 


fla§go4JifH@irsaa® 
saeam mm ©a 


fourthstreetmedical@yahoo.com 
















































SETTIflO THE STflflDflRD FOR THE 

mEDicHL cflnnRBis irdustry 

5 GRAM 8TH FTP S' 

W/ MIN. DONATION 

15% OFF MILITARY, VETERANS, & TERMINALLY ILL f pBn 
10% OFF FOR STUDENTS W/ 3.5 OR HIGHER GPA 



HOUSE OF THE PARIS OG 



CANNA CARE 


COLLECTIVE 


1638 E. 17th St. (Upstairs) Santa Ana, CA 92705 

Open 10-8 Daily • 714-650-0228 

— 




EVERY DAY, EVERY STRAIN, EVERY PATIENT 



EVERY FIRST TIME PATIENT WILL RECEIVE ONE! 


WE TEST OUR MEDS WITH SC LABS • HIGH TESTING FLOWERS 
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|/./C£NS E D> M bUlClVI^ 

poctorsTproviping 

i^tordahipEvaiuat/a^] 
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FOR YOUR BENEFITS AND LEGAL PROTECTION 
OUR CLINIC IS OFFERING ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 


r SPECIALS! 


• DOCTO R'S RECOM MENDATION WITH INCREASED QUAN TITYlOFJ 
PLA NTS FOR GROWIN G AND FOLLOWJJ^ISITS AS NECESSARY.1 

• PHOTO I DjWITH POCKET SIZE RECOMMENDATION. 

• 24 HOUR VERIFICATION BY WEB & PHONE 

• 100% PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL 

• NO SELF INCRIMINATION \ |||k 

• WE MATCH ANY PRICEWITH PROOF S 

• DISCOUNTS: DISABLED^MIUTARY, VETERANS 


<5? 

IJOennnffniQ 



SPECIAL 


NEW PATIENTS / RENEWALS 

(EXPIRES 1/31/14) ^ 




saaaimDm 

(714) 880-4488 

.AffordableEvaluations.com 


LONG BEACH OFFICE 
LOCATION IN 
ST. MARY’S MED PLAZA 
(WOMAN’S HEALTH BUILDING)! 


I ANAHEIM : LONG BEACH: RIVERSIDE: WHITTIER: 

& 


I LG> N G] BE AGH ,vSAW9Q 81RIVERSIDE K6A\925031 



F TIME PATIENT SPECIALS! 


>$45 TOP SHELF 5 GRAM 8TH& 2 JOINTS ' 
>$45 TOP SHELF 8TH & 1 GRAM OF ANY WAX 
>$651/8 OF ANY WAX 


OVER 1 f 000 REVIEWS 

cn WcLdmap 

WITH 4.9 RATING! 


lute Night Specials 

9PM - CLOSE 

$40 CAP OR FREE SUPER SIZE! 


UflllDC MON -SAT 10AM-12AM 
HUUItii: SUN 10AM - 10PM 


714.468.0289 


C"D 


C"D 



MEDICINE SERVICES // COLLECTIVES 












































OCWEEKLY.COM/MMJ TO ADVERTISE CALL 714.550.5900 Q9WEEKIY 



S 949-252-0100 9AM-MIDNIGHT DAILY 

* Some exclusions apply 1805 East Garry Ave Suite 130, Santa Ana 92705 


FREE 

TOP SHELF 

joim 

WITH 5$ DONATION 


10* OFF 
WAX 

WITH A PURCHASE OF WAX 


FREE JOINT 

FOR WEEDMAPS REVIEW 


WE CARRY 

Jolly ranchers • Trippin treats 
c02 oils • Bhang bars 
Bhomb bars & Buddhas best 




HAvML r ABrESTtDMED5 


TESTEE CONCENTRATES 


TOP SHELF GRAMS starting at $18 



NOW CARRYING: 

0-PENS, DRAGON VAPE, 
CHEEBA CHEWS, BHANG 
BARS, PURE GOLD, CLOUD 
PENS, TRIKOM TREATS, 
KUSHTOWN KOLA 


fetsaxsM? msukiB 

10J5SS7 ®uKSS 


O.THERlF.RIDAYi 



714-980-3522 • 1601 W 1ST STREET, STE A, SANTA ANA 
SUN - THURS 10-10 FR1/SAT 10-MIDNIGHT __ 
ALL OFFERS VALID THROUGH 1/9/14 
*OFFERS MAY HAVE RESTRICTIONS AVAILABLE 


il 


A RELIABLE DELIVERY 
SERVICE IN OC 


FREE 1/8TH 


FREQUENT PATIENT SPECIAL 

GET 1/8 GET HALF 1/8 FREE 


luyAWQ Jlim 

NATURAL CARE 
949.667.4205 

WE CARRY A VARIETY OF MMJ PRODUCTS 
RETIREE & VETERAN DISCOUNTS 
OPEN DAILY 9AM - 9PM 

In compliance w/ CA 215 Sb420 H&S 11362.5 & 11362.7 


NORTH O.C. NOW OPEN 


t&e 


Ghiro 


HEALTH & MEDS 


clirtic 

1ST TIME PATIENTS 

$45 TOP SHELF 1/8 
& FREE JOINT! 

FREE GIFTS! 

Cash • Credit 

Possible Insurance Billing for Chiropractor Care 

1150 E. Orangethorpe Ave. Suite 100 | Placentia, CA 92870 
714.961.8000 | Sun-Wed 10a-8p | Thu-Sat lOa-llp 




5 GRAM 1/8 

BRING COUPON 


5 GRAMS FOR $50 

(TOP SHELF) ALL PATIENTS 


*WAX SPECIALS $50, $40, 
AND $30 GRAMS 


NON, TUES, THURS EFRI 
4:20PM-6:20PM | 4 GRAM 1/0 

MdmPmwdm 

2 GRAMS FOR $25 



*ALL TOP SHELF EIGHTS 
5 GRAMS 

*$25 TOP SHELF EIGHTS 
NEW YEAR SPECIAL 


*SC LAB TESTING 


r* t 7 14- 97 2 -2 0 0 0 • OPEN 7 DAYS/WK 10AM-8PM 

T & 1616 E. 4TH ST., SUITE#130, SANTA ANA CA 

















































































OC UELinESS 

HUGE SELECTIOn OF REDS. 
COnCEnTRflTES & EDIBLES 

5 GRfim 1/8TH 

(TOP SHELF) 

TOPSHELF & GRfimS FOR $25 
ULTRA SHELF S GRAflS FOR $30 

nEU HflPPV HOUR 

4:20 EM. TO 6:20 EM. 4 GRAM 1/8TH 

(*limit 2 per patient per day.) 

nobj CRRRVinG= 

DRAGON VAPES ■ O-PENS ■ CLOUD PENS 
BHANG BARS ■ DEATH ROCKETS 
JOLLY RANCHERS ■ CHEEBA CHEWS 
ASSORTED CLONES ■ BIOHAZARD GLASS 




ATM 


AVAILABLE 


*Offers may have 
restrictions 

Offers valid through 
1/9/14 


3619 111 PEnDLETOn RVE STE. R. SflnTR RflR 

714-708-2686 • 8am-1 Opm daily 


[jSWEEKIY TO ADVERTISE CALL 714.550.5900 OCWEEKLY.COM/MMJ 



























Not valid on sale items, previously purchased items or 
with any other discount or promotion. Not valid on Lelo 
or We-Vibe products. Only one coupon may be redeemed 
per person. 

Present this ad 


SEXY SHOES 




Pink 


Kim 


20% OFF 


SEXY LINGERIE 
(S-XXXXL) 


ANY PURCHASE 
OVER $25 


XXX DVD'S 


LOTIONS & 
EDIBLES 


for discount exp. 1/31/14 


STORE HOURS 

MON-SAT 


ADULT TOYS 
& NOVELTIES 


1 0AM-6PM 

OPEN SUNDAYS BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY 


BACHELORETTE 
PARTY SUPPLIES 


1 7955 SKY PARK CIRCLE. SUITE A • IRVINE. 92614 

949-660-4990 • CALL FOR DIRECTIONS TO STORE! 


▼ Free Will Astrology 


By Rob Brezsny 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Deep bronzes 
and smoky cinnamons and dark chocolates 
will be your lucky colors in 2014. Mellow 
mahoganies and resonant russets will work 
well for you, too.They will all be part of 
life's conspiracy to get you to slow down, 
deepen your perspective, and slip into the 
sweetest groove ever. In this spirit, I urge 
you to nestle and cuddle and caress more 
than usual in the coming months. If you 
aren't totally clear on where home is, either 
in the external world or inside your heart, 
devote yourself to finding it. Hone your 
emotional intelligence. Explore your roots. 
On a regular basis, remember your reasons 
for loving life. Stay in close touch with the 
sources that feed your wild soul. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): For years, 

French painter Edouard Manet and French 
poet Stephane Mallarme hung out with 
each other every day. Mallarme referred to 
their relationship as "the most complete 
friendship."They influenced each other to 
become better artists and human beings. 

I'm guessing that in the coming months, 
Taurus, you'll thrive on that kind of stimulat¬ 
ing companionship. Having such regular 
contact with a like-minded ally might even 
be an important factor in ripening your 
intelligence. At the very least, I predict that 
soulful friendship will be a crucial theme in 
2014. You will attract blessings and generate 
luck for yourself by deepening your ability 
to cultivate synergistic bonds. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): St. Peter's 
Basilica is a very old church in Vatican City. 

It contains a life-size bronze statue of St. 
Peter that is at least 700 years old. Over the 
centuries, countless visitors have paid their 
respects by kissing and touching the feet 
of the idol.The metal composing the right 
foot has been so thoroughly worn down by 
these gestures that the individual toes have 
disappeared, leaving a smooth surface.You 
will have a similar kind of power in 2014, 
Gemini. Little by little, with your steady 
affection and relentless devotion, you can 
transform what's rigid and hard. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Big rivers don't 
travel in straight lines.Their paths are curvy 
and complicated, with periodic turns and 
bends. In some places they flow faster and 
in others they're slower.Their depth and 
width may vary along the way, too. Your 
own destiny is like one of those big rivers, 
Cancerian. In some years, it meanders for 
long stretches, slowing down as it wanders 
along a crooked course. It may even get 
shallower and narrower for a while. But I ex¬ 
pect that in 2014, you will be moving more 
rapidly than usual. You will be traveling a 
more direct route, and you will be both wide 
and deep. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): "In games there are 
rules," writes science fiction author Kim 
Stanley Robinson, "but in life the rules keep 
changing."This is always true, of course, 
but I think it will be an especially poignant 
truth for you between now and your next 
birthday. During the coming months, you 
may sometimes feel as if every last law 
and formula and corollary is mutating. In 
some cases, the new rules coming into 
play will be so different from the old rules 
you've been used to, they may at first be 
hard to figure out. But now here's the happy 
ending: It may take a while, but you will 
eventually see that these new rules have an 
unexpected logic and beauty that will serve 
your future well. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): I predict that you 
will commit no major acts of self-sabotage 
in 2014. Congrats! I also foresee that you 
will be exceptionally careful not to hurt 
or damage yourself. Hooray! More good 
news: You won't be as critical of yourself as 
you have sometimes been in the past.The 
judgmental little voice in the back of your 
head won't be nearly as active.Yay! Even 
your negative emotions will diminish in fre¬ 
quency and intensity. Hallelujah! Whoopee! 
Abracadabra! 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The citizens of 
Iceland love literature, but many are not 
content to simply read. One out of every 
ten Icelanders writes and publishes a book 
at sometime in his or her life. I know it's 
unrealistic, but I would love to see at least 
one in ten of all my Libra readers do the 
same in 2014. I think you're ready to make 
a big statement - to express yourself in a 
more complete and dramatic way than ever 
before. If you're not ready to write a book, 

I hope you will attempt an equivalent ac¬ 
complishment. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): I'm hoping 
you will find a new teacher or two in 2014, 
maybe even a mentor. Not a guru who tells 
you what to do. Not an exploitative "expert" 
who claims to know what's right for you 
or a charismatic narcissist who collects 
adoration. What I wish for you, Scorpio, is 
that you will connect with wise and humble 
sources of inspiration . . . with life-long 
learners who listen well and stimulate you 
to ask good questions . . . with curious 
guides who open your eyes to resources 
you don't realize you need. In the coming 
months, you are primed to launch a quest 
that will keep you busy and excited for 
years; I'd love to see you get excellent help 
in framing that quest. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): In 2014, 
it's possible you will be given a cabbage 
farm or a petting zoo or some bequest that's 
not exactly in close alignment with your 
life's purpose. But it's more likely that the 
legacies and dispensations you receive will 
be quite useful.The general trend is that 
allies will make available to you a steady 
flow of useful things. Your ability to attract 
what you need will be high. In the coming 
months, I may even have good reason to 
name you an honorary Scorpio. You might 
match those Great Manipulators' proficiency 
at extracting the essence of what you want 
from every situation. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Would you 
be interested in a motto that will help set 
the tone for you in 2014? I've got a sugges¬ 
tion that's in alignment with the astrologi¬ 
cal omens. It's from a poem by Margaret 
Atwood.Try saying this and see if it works 
for you: "Last year I abstained / this year I 
devour / without guilt / which is also an art." 
If you choose to make this affirmation your 
own, be sure you don't forget about the fact 
that devouring without guilt is an art - a 
skill that requires craft and sensitivity. You 
can't afford to get blindly instinctual and 
greedy in 2014; you shouldn't compulsively 
overcompensate for 2013's deprivations. Be 
cagey and discerning as you satisfy your 
voracious hunger. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The coming 
months will be a good time to meditate 
on the concepts of happy accidents and 
benevolent trouble. Go ahead and throw 
constructive mischief into the mix, too, and 
maybe even a dose of graceful chaos. Are 
you game for playing around with so much 
paradox? Are you willing to entertain the 
possibility that fate has generous plans for 
you that are too unexpected to anticipate? 
There's only one requirement that you have 
to meet in order to receive your odd gifts in 
the spirit in which they'll be offered: You've 
got to be open-minded, eager to learn, and 
flexible. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): I think we 
humans need some new emotions. It's 
true that old standards like sadness, anger, 
jealousy, and fear are as popular as ever. 

But I would personally love to be able to 
choose from a greater variety, especially 
if at least 51 percent of the new crop of 
emotions were positive or inspiring. Now 
it so happens that in 2014 you Pisceans will 
be primed to be pioneers. Your emotional 
intelligence should be operating at peak 
levels. Your imagination will be even more 
fertile than usual. So how about it? Are you 
ready to generate revolutionary innovations 
in the art of feeling unique and interesting 
feelings?To get started, consider these: 1. 
amused reverence; 2. poignant excitement; 
3. tricky sincerity; 4. boisterous empathy. 


Homework: To hear Part One of my 
three-part audio forecasts about your 
destiny in 2014, go to http://bit.ly/ 
BigPicture2014. 
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FREE ADMISSION DAY&NIGHT 

log onto saharatheater.xxx 


for roll calls updates & weekly promotions 


1210 S. State College Blvd Suite C. 


Anaheim, Ca 92806 


(714) 772-2242 

f /SAHARATHEATER jfj a S AH AR AT HEATER 


c Advertise 

IN THE 

GSWEEKIY 

ADULT CLASSIFIED SECTION 

Call 7 14-550-5900 




We show 
all UFC fights 


*10 




r i. 

^CflllFOR NlRf 


Daily Happy Hour: 
$7 Pitchers 

(Noon-7pm) 

Mow Auditioning 


815 S. Brookhurst St. Anaheim, CA 92804 
714-635-8040 caligirlz714.com 

& 21+ w/ID 

m @caligirlz714 f caligirlz714 




VIP ROOMS & NEW LOUNGES 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
$2 REFILLS • NO DRINK HASSLE 


Venus Sports Lounge 

PC's Best Topless Sports Bar 

(Upaa 

ggSaooBa? 

Serving Breakfast Till 2pm 

No Cover Charge Till 9pm 

*Except For Special Events 

Visit Our Website To Book Your Next Party 


nDmissmn 

ALL DAY, ALL NIGHT 

BRING AD FOR ADMISSION 


HIRING DANCERS - NO STAGE FEE 


3025 LA MESA, ANAHEIM 
714.630.5069 • TABOOGC.COM 



Bartender 

Desiree 


11572 Beach Blvd Stanton CA 90680 

714-898-9933 

VenusLounge.net 



Get 


in 


6 


3fflpm 


1 


to 


(Except During Special Events) 


Mondays - College Night 
(free admission) w/ Valid ID 


Tuesdays - free lap dance 
w/every VIP 


Wednesdays - Customer 
Appreciation 
(2 for 1 Dances All Night) 


18 + 

$10 Dances 
Everyday 


Sunday - Thursday 
Military Free Admission 
w/ ID 


10350 Beach Blvd., Stanton, CA 

714.995.1534 

www.TjsShowgirls.com 
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ONLY 


0 


0 


PER HOUR 

FREE WITH TLC 

E-CIGARETTES 
& E-CIGARS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 

2640 W. Woodland Dr. • 714.220.2524 
ImperialShnwGirlsOC.cnm OB 




▼/CW/# [•P4PIO 




i 



REDUCED 
WAREHOUSE 
PRICES 


TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 


20%OFF 


WITH 
THIS AD 


FOR ONE REGULAR PRICED ITEM, CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS, 
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER. NOT VALID ON SALE ITEMS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
EXP. 1/2/14 


• ADULT DVDS (3 FOR $9.99) 

•TOYS, LOTIONS & BACHELORETTE PARTY SUPPLIES 
• WATER PIPES 

• SEXY LINGERIE (DANCER DISCOUNT AVAILABLE) 


Couples Mega Outlet j 


SHOP NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION: 910 S. EUCLID, ANAHEIM 

OPEN 7 DAYS • SUN-THU 10:30AM-10:30PM | FRI-SAT 10:30AM-11:30PM • (714) 533-3766 
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January 9th-11th 

1 12 f° r $2 ° 

Dance Specials 

k All Day - Every Day! 

LA . 9 

1109 N. Harbor Blvd. Santa Ana, CA,92703 714-554-0491 18+ 

ca I ig irl z/1 4xoffy I t caligirlz714' f caligirlz714 


SPANK m 
MONKEY 

SS OFF 

EVERY M SPENT! 


'•PROMOTION ENDS 1/16/14 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT 
OR PROMOTION 


ADULT TOYS, NOVELTIES. 
LINGERIE, SUPPLEMENTS AND DVDS 
E-CIOS AND LIQUIDS 


C1>AWKyC 

ADULT EMPORIUM 


Open 24/7 | 213 N. Harbor Blvd. Santa Ana, CA 92703 | 714-554-4495 
www.spankysonline.com 




































$65 / Hr. 

Petite Black Cutie. Offers 
Outcall only. 714-475-5070 


★ BEAUTIFUL ★ 
ASIAN MODEL 

Best Touch Full 
Body Massage 
"Magical Soft 
Gen¬ 
tle Hands" Very 
Beautiful & Very 
Sweet Personality, 
28,5'4,Thin, 
971bs. 

Men, 
Women & 
Couples 
949 - 491-0969 


★ Golden Spa ★ 

Grand Opening 
$45/Hour before 1pm 

2156 Newport Blvd, B CM 

(949)-646-8882 
thegoldenmassage.com 


AVAIL. 

TILL 4 A.M. 
VIP 

BOMBSHELL 

Sensual body. Up late? 

So am l. Beautiful 
exotic model available 
10am till late hours.. 4am. 
Toned & slender beauty 
relaxing, sensuous, CMT 
deep tissue, Swedish full 
body massage. Tantra 
G spot intense release, 
prostate stimulation. 
Tantric sensual & soothing 
experience w/stunning 
girl. Nice, private. Special 
rate $200. 818-821-9090 


NEW 

STAFF 

Cute 

Asian Girls 
Happy hour 
$45.99 hr. 
(714)699-8038 


915 

Adult Massage 


HOT TANTRA 

GODDESS 

Sensual fullbody erotic 
tantra, CMT, deep tissue 
massage. Tantric prostate 
intense release. Beautiful 
statuesgue, slender & 
toned w/long dark raven 
hair & hypnotic green 
eyes. Goddess worship, 
CFE, fetishes & fantasies. 
Private, Nice incall. 
Special rate $200 

818-821- 

9090 


★Grand Opening^ 
999 Roses 

Hot Asian Girls to Pamper 
You! Massage, Facials, 
Relaxation! 14291 Euclid St. 
#D111, Garden Grove 
(714) 554-3936 


★Grand Openings 

Hot Girls - Hot Oil 

8877 Katella Ave 

Anaheim 

(714) 821-9888 


All New Staff! 

Nice 

Massage 

New Attractive Masseuses 

(949) 955-0332 

18011 Sky Park Circle 
Suite A, Irvine, CA 92614 


BLACK 

MALE& 

FEMALE 

5'4", 130 lbs of lean muscle, 
handsome face, smooth 
and athletic, Ocean view 
massage. Private Personal 
Training also avail. Michael 
(562)714-4270 
Or 2 Male Masseurs also 
avail.MC/Visa Accepted. 


AMAZING 

ASIAN 

MASSAGE 

$10 off w/ 
this coupon 

l20WWilshire Ave. #C 
Fullerton CA 92832 
(behind Eden's Cafe) 
(714) 871-2323 


Grand Opening! M 

1 Q/1Q 770 7001 5 


$49 1/h 
before 1 


_ ) 949.770.7991 

24432 Muirlands Blvd., Suite 101, Lake For 5 "** 1 * 


(Cross street Ridge Route in Muirland medical bui 




s: 

C 


$39.99 FOR 1 HOUR FULL BODY MASSAGE 
CLEAN, RELAXING ATMOSPHERE 
' * PROFESSTONAE STAFF 


k ‘RevitaCizatwn Spa 


714-965-5500 | 18682 Beach Blvd. Suite #110, Huntington Beach 
Open 7 Days A Week | 10AM-7PM 


DEEP & OIL MASSAGE 1 

(949) 472-4029 

23600 R0CKFIELD BLVD #2N 
LAKE FORREST, CA 

£m3i Elk 

(949) 487-7756 

30240 RANCHO VIEJO RD. #E 
SAN JUAN CAP, C 



3 NEW Classy, 
Attractive & 
Accommodating 
Massage Therapists 
For The New Year! 
Lavender Spa 
10AM - 9PM DAILY 
(714) 893 -2131 
8209 Garden Grove Blvd. 

Stanton. CA 90680 
SAVE $10 On Your First 
1-Hour Session W/This AD 



BEAUTIFUL 

SWEET 

ASIAN GIRLS 


714 - 590-2725 


13312 EUCLID $1, CARDEN CROVE 92843 

(BTWN GARDEN GROVE BLVD & TRASK) 
(CLOSE TO 22 FWY) 


JADE SPA 


Full Body Massage 


(714)987-8238 


Very Beautiful, Sweet & 

Friendly Licensed Asian Therapists 


Walk-ins welcome 


lOam-llpm 


9192 Garden Grove Blvd, 
Garden Grove, 92840 





H&H MASSAGE 

GRAND 

OPENING! 

$50/1 hr 1st 
visit with ad 


2077 Harbor B 
Costa Mesa (corner 


Hamilton) 


GRAND OPENING 

PEACEFUL SPA 

FULL BODY MASSAGE WITH YOUNG SEXY 
ASIAN LATINA GIRLS 

CLEAN ROOM, GREAT EXPERIENCE 

Special: $10 off with the ad 

3111 WEST ORANGE AVE, SUITE 120, ANAHEIM, CA 92804 




18002 Irvine Blvd., # 207, Tustin 


(714)669-8328 ioam-7pm(7days) 



Brand New Spot 

“Private Roorn’i 

Shower Available 

1 Try You K now 
You Pick RighuiT 


Sweetnj gH 

of Asian Relaxation 


Passion Massa^] 

1877 W Katella Ave 
Anaheim CA 92804 
Katella/Nutwood 
714-782-7^287 


GRAND OPENING 11/21/2013 


Owe Try, and y<m IMiti ScAufadl! 

Free Table Shower 

Private Rooms 

Asian G Latina 
Massage Therapists 


Red Rose 
Massage 

10450 Beach Blvd #104 
Stanton, CA 90680 
714982 4539 
10am-3am 



talktome 

.com 




BRAND NEW SPOT* SPECIAL PRICE 


ASIAN/ LATINA/ FILLIPINO 


Free table shower in your 
own private massage room 
(REGULAR SHOWER ALSO 
AVAILABLE) 


10am- 3am 


__ , 


TEMPTATION 
MASSAGE 

11855 BEACH BLVD 
STANTON CA 90680 

714 983 6624 

ON BEACH BETWEEN 
ORANGEWOOD & 
CHAPMAN NEXT TO 
SMOKE SHOP 
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GRAND 

OPENING 



LOVELY MASSAGE 


10450 BEACH BLVD #115- STANTON. CA 90680 • 714-783-7011 



Indulge Yourself 
with Honey's Private 
& Cozy Experience 


Newly Located ai 
440 Fair Dr Suite 
Costa Mesa 

714 - 546-6669 



tSumaluft 


CLASSY 

MASSAGE 


$30/ half hour 
$50/1 hour 
$80/ 90 min 
Full Body Massage 

Beautiful Asian Staff 


1500 E Katella Ave. 
Suite F, Orange 

10:30am-9pm 

714 - 288-8885 



Beautiful Young Staff 
$10 OFF & Free 
Table shower 
Open 7 Days 10am-2am 

714 - 531-5808 

16567 Brookhurst St. 
Fountain Valley, 
CA 92708 




CHARMiN 

SPA 


Young, Sweet, Attractive 
Asian Ladies. 


$50/hr 


(714) 288-9589 

$45/HR 

with this print ad only 

10am - 9pm 
For Women and Men 
Free Shower, Cozy 

1315 N. Tustin St. #D 
Orange (Tustin & 
katella) 



$40/1 hour 

R SPA £ MASSAGE 

13846 Red Hill Ave 
Tustin, CA 92780 

714-505-2288 ' V 





Beautiful Asian Staff. 


14291 Euclid St., Unit Dill, Garden Grove I 

714 . 554.39361 


ENVY SPA 

NEW STAFF 

YOUNG PRETTY GIRLS 

10130 Garden Grove Blvd, Ste. 105 
Garen Grove 92844 

714-362-1732 



MASSAGE • VAXING 
$10 OFF 1ST TIME! J* ^ 
949-770-1106 ^ 

22691 Lambert; Sb, #513, Lake Forest, 92630 



GRAND OPENING 

A+DAY SPA 
$10 off w/ad 

2105 E Ball Rd., 
Anaheim 

714 - 991-5678 





AFTER DARK 

SIGN UP FOR OC WEEKLY'S NEW AFTER DARK EMAIL 
HOT OFFERS FROM THE SEXIEST PLACES IN OC 
WWW.OCWEEKLY.COM/AFTERDARK 



Grand Opening! 

HEALTHINESS SPA 


Cozy and clean room. 
Professional Massage 
Friendly masseuse! 

$10 off w/this ad 


714-635-5354 

1523 W Katella, #105 
Anaheim - 10am-9pm 


HAPPY SPA 



Take a moment to 
enjoy life... 

THE BEST MASSAGE 
ON EARTH! 

714-316-8966 
714-848-4848 

17422 Beach Blvd 
Huntington Beach 
92647 

MON-SUN 
9:30AM - 9:30PM 



Sweet Massage 


Come & enjoy the 
relaxation with 
beautiful Asian girls 


$30 HHR 


12505 Beach Blvd #b3, Stanton ca 90680 (Lampson 8? Beach 
in 7 eleven shopping center, next to Yoshinoya) 



GRAND OPENING 
MASSAGE 

nr ^ a 

NEW MGMT AND STAFF! 


9:30AM- 10PM 

r 

SHOWER AVAILABLE 


, 714-826-7575 

\ ! 

6336 Lincoln Ave., Cypress 90630 



Massase Center 


GRAND OPENING 


HOT GIRLS 

22672 LAMBERT ST. #616 
LAKE FOREST, CA 92630 
(949) 231-9356 
9:30AM-7:30PM 



MASSAGE 

Shower Available 
10am-9pm 

Green M Spa 

504 W. Commonwealth Ave. 

Fullerton 92832 

714-773-5040 
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935 

Female Escorts 


Avail Holiday 
All Natural Model 

Sexy, fit, curvy, Busty God¬ 
dess caters to Tantric full 
body pleasure. CMT, deep 
tissue, & Swedish, prostate 
mass & toys avail.A model 
w/long brunette hair& 
beautiful looks. Fetish/ 
Fantasies. BDSM, worship, 
spamk, roleplay, x-dress, 
medical, foot leg, stockings, 
nurse, sounds. Mild sensual 
to heavy play. Incall 2 me or 
outcall to you. $200 special. 

818-821-9090 


Happy New Year!!!!! 

$60 

Come over and celebrate a 
Bang! Bang! Bang! time with 
this beautiful brunette from 
Brasiliu, Brazil that is 24 y.o., 
145lbs„ 5'6', with perky 
boobs, tiny waist and lovely 
long legs. Marcela' 
949-281-8818 


935 

Female Escorts 


I'm laying here 

★Naked^ 

waiting 4 U! Marsella 
562-500-7312 


936 

Transexual Escorts 


Sexy 
Latina TS 

Very Sexy With Nice Body 
Fully Functional & 
Feminine! 

Grace- 323-209-9196 


945 

Phone Services 


HOT GUYS! 
HOT CHAT! 
HOT FUN! 
Try FREE! 

714-627-2269 
or 800-777-8000 

lnteractiveMale.com 


945 

Phone Services 


All the HOTTEST SINGLES 

On NIGHTLINE and looking to 
hookup up Right now! Call 
today and try it for FREE. 
Meet LOCAL singles fight 
from your area. Pick up the 
Phone and call NOW! 18+ 
714-657-7575 
949-743-1033 
213-455-1717 
www.nightlinechat.com 


HOT GAY & 
Bl LOCALS 

Listen to Ads & Reply 

FREE! 

71 4-627-0602 

use FREE Code 2607,18+ 


CALL QUEST & MEET 
SOMEONE TONIGHT! 

FREE! TO TRY 18+ 

714-243-0303 

949-655-0505 

323-523-1010 

www.questchat.com 

FIND LOVE LOCALLY ON 

LAVALIFE! 

instant live phone 

connections 

Try it FREE! 18+ 

714-901-2828 

562-424-3999 

323-782-4200 

www.lavalifevoice.com 

All the HOTTEST SINGLES 
Try it FREE! 18+ 

714-657-7575 

949-743-1033 

213-455-1717 

www.nightlinechat.com 

Explicit chat with sexy 
locals! 

Get your FREE TRIAL! 18+ 
CALL The Night Exchange 

562-912-2442 

323-302-4322 

www.nightexchange.com 


MEET GAY &BI 
LOCALS 

Listen to Ads & Reply 

FREE! 

71 4-627-0602 

use FREE Code 5976,18+ 



702 - 

ChatHer 

2 4 2 8 4 3 7 
^ Gel Lucky With Local Ladies 

LDcfirtjtoMf 



676782 
Direct The Scene. 
Live The Dream. 

j.ivel-on-1 Action! 


Hottest Local 

xChat Liney 

The easiest way to meet 
sexy singles in your are a. 

Try It FREEH! 

1-212-CHAT-NOW 
(242-8669) 
Horny Housewives 
Live Hot lonl Chat 

1-800-H0T-MILF 
(468-6453) 

leg. ID Misapply IS* 




FREE TRIAL ) mght exchange 

hoYtalT ’ 9 'i 

REAL PEOPLE B 

714.793.8000 1 

Long Beach 562 . 912.2442 

Toll Free 1 . 877 . 839.1110 M £ 



BUY SPY 


The #1 social network for men who like men 

^ App Store Q Windows Phone V 


ONTO 
GET OFF 


For Free 



Try it Free! 


714 . 627.2276 


Local Numbers: 1.800.926.6000 
Ahora en Espanol 18+ 


1 Ql 



fVLoncctutc 
/ con 
r soltcros 
' csta lioclic 

PRUEBALO 

GRATIS 

714.464.2989 


Para otras ciudades llama al: 
1.800.831.1111 

18+ www.fonochatlatino.com 


800.700.6666 

,.redhotdateline.com 


Mor e Local Numbers: 


Discreet Chat 

Guy to Guy 


714.464.2997 




Anaheim 


7.1W905Y0050 



FREE to listen 
& reply to ads! 

gg)DB OC Weekly 


JHL lavalife* 

VOICE J 

\M£w. A*+v... 

Mutt 


“, r :r 1-888-MegaMates 


24/7 Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18+ ©2013 PC LLC 2563 


FREE TRIAL* 

L CALL NOW! 


Long Beach 562.424.3999 
Toll Free 1.877.800.5282 


r$25/50 mins ] f Dial #CUCK(#2S425) 

[ 1-900-226-2424 ) 1 79tftnto. Boost, AT&T 199t/n*>. Vartan 

LAVALIFEVOICE.COM 

18+ ‘Restrictions may apply 



SKINNY Ladies 

MOT ALLOWED! 

Exclusively for full figured ladies 
and the gentlemen who adore them! 



(213) 226-1885(714) 460-1130 

( 310 ) 808-6259 ( 805 ) 244-9023 

(323) 337-0027(818) 257-7178 

( 562 ) 296-1293 ( 909 ) 510-5494 

(626) 236-5463(949) 271-0058 

( 661 ) 367-2043 ( 951 ) 572-3069 


( LIVE24chatroom,Dating,Casual Encounters,Fetish,Couples.J 

of age to use this service and fully un dersta nd that APC, Inc., DBA Plus Preferred does not prescreen callers ^ ^ 


service hold APC, Inc, harmless with regard to any interactions witlvother callers occurring as a result of using this service. 





1st VIP ESCORTS 


24 Hours 
7 Days 
Escort Serv 
Adult Entertainment 


We come to you 


888 - 284-2660 


Serving Orange County And Surrounding Cities 


,r | p is s°y^j 



OCWEEKLY.COM 
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2975 Red Hill Avenue, Suite 150 I Costa Mesa, CA 92626 1714.550.5971 


CONDITIONS: All advertisements are published upon the representation 
by the advertiser and/or agency that the agency and advertiser are 
authorized to publish the entire contents and subject matter thereof, 
that the contents are not unlawful, and do not infringe on the rights of 
any person or entity and that the agency and advertiser have obtained 
all necessary permission and releases. Upon the OC Weekly’s request, 
the agent or advertiser will produce all necessary permission and 
releases. In consideration of the publication of advertisements, the 
advertiser and agency will indemnify and save the OC Weekly harmless 
from and against any loss or expenses arising out of publication of such 
advertisements. The publisher reserves the right to revise, reject or omit 
without notice any advertisement at any time. The OC Weekly accepts 
no liability for it’s failure, for any cause, to insert an advertisement. 
Publication and placement of advertisements are not guaranteed. 
Liability for any error appearing in an advertisement is limited to the cost 
of the space actually occupied. No allowance, however, will be granted 
for an error that does not materially affect the value of an advertisement. 
To qualify for an adjustment, any error must be reported within 15 days 
of publication date. Credit for errors is limited to first insertion. 
Drawings, artwork and articles for reproduction are accepted only at the 
advertiser’s risk and should be clearly marked to facilitate their return. 
The OC Weekly reserves the right to revise its advertising rates at any 
time. Announcements of an increase shall be made four weeks in 
advance to contract advertisers. No verbal agreement altering the rates 
and/or the terms of this rate card shall be recognized. 





Get Ready Now! 

25% Off Till End of Year 


New Year’s Resolution 
X. lose weight 
2- excerise 


3. drink more water 

4 # / Safe & Healthy 

/ Medically Assisted 

5. ^ / Rapid Weight Loss 
Sustainable Results 

6. ^™^ Personalized Plans 


V 

fa s/ ; 

7. ^Getting Started $ 



CODE: "NtWYEAFT 


1 1-888-541-9754 
HCGTreatments.com 


automotive 


421 

Used Auto 



HCG 

Weight Loss 
Plan Works 

Lose Weight Fast, 
20-30lbs/mo 

Call Today 1-888-541-9754 


new a ge 


836 

Psychic/Astrological 


* WITCH DOCTOR * 

Contact lost loved ones 
and Pets. For all your love 
& money problems. 
Available for Parties. 
Walk-ins welcome: 10542 
3/4 Santa Monica Blvd, LA, 
CA 90025. 

Guaranteed results 
in 3 Days. 

310-470-9046 


EMPLOYMENT 

* ASTROLOGERS, PSYCHICS, 
TAROT READERS NEEDED! 
P/T F/T $l2-$36 per hour. 

tambien en Espanol. 
954-524-9029 



ijiii 


+ 1st year - Multi-Media Advertising Sales 


EE WEEKLY is looking for a self-starter, goal driven, 
money motivated natural, passionate sales person to sell a 
cool product that helps businesses grow. 

There is a solution for every client with multi-media advertising: weekly 
publications, special custom publishing pieces, online display ads, 
e-newsletters, SMS text messages & more! 


nppucnnTS rust hrvg= 

• Outside B to B sales experience 

• Ability to cold call 

• Ability to work under deadlines 

• Online sales/marketing experience is a plus 



We offer 
„ 3 b ? se salary, 

1 ,. commission, bonus 

' incentives a. I„ us 




/• incentives & excellent 
i benefits. 


V E *P ec * ed earnings 
the first year is 

S $45,000+ ^ 


V 


& 


V 


If you are looking to 
sell something cool, have a 
fun career, and work for a 
stable growing company, 
send your resume to 
smabry@ocweekly.com 


services 


510 

Business Services 


$ 50,000 - 
$ 75 , 000 ! 

CASH IN 
7 DAYS 

NO Interest, 

NO Payment, 
NOT a Loan! 

Various types of 
programs available to 
suit your needs. 

Any California Real Estate 
with Good Equity 

(626) 548 - 3817 


525 

Legal Services 


BUSTED? 

Criminal Defense. 

20 years experience. 
Payment plans and 
charge cards accepted. 
DUI and drug busts are 
my specialty. Free initial 
consultation. 

949-387-3200 

Law Offices of Rick L. Eby 



484 

Misc. Business 


HELP WANTED!! MakeuptO 
$1000 A Week Mailing 
Brochures From Home! 
Genuine Opportunity! No 
Exp. Req.. Start Immediately! 
www.themailinghub.com 



1 



Employment 


Find out how becoming a 
plasma donor can make a 
difference for patients 
and help you earn 
extra money. 

EARN UP TO $240 
THIS MONTH BY 
DONATING PLASMA 
2x PER WEEK. 

Donate today at: 
Biomat USA - 

To schedule an 
appointment call 
(866)-563-1266 

Now open Fridays. 
Grifols 

Pride for Donors. 
Passion for Patients. 

grifolsplasma.com 



320 

House Rentals 


SANTA ANA $1850 714-543-8955 

Historic French Park House available for Rent. 2 Bedroom, 1 
& 1/4 Bathroom. Spacious Living & Dining Rooms. Bueatiful 
Kitchen & Laundry Room. Private Yard. All Utilities are paid. 


307 

Rooms for Rent 


EXTENDED STAY HOTEL ROOMS 

From $196.00 714-542-0311 

Santa Ana Red Roof inn, Free High speed internet; 

starts at $l96.00/week 

Main service, micro/refrig, full kitchen avail, on-site 
laundry facility. 

2600 N. Main street. Next to Main Place Main. 

Mention Code OCWKL when inquiring. Call today & save! 
*Se Habla Espanol** 


EXTENDED STAY HOTEL ROOMS 

From $196.00 714-635-6461 

Comfort Inn N. Anaheim, Free High speed Internet; 

starts at $196.00/week 

Main service, micro/refrig, full kitchen avail, on-site 
laundry facility. 

2600 N. Main street. Next to Main Place Main. 

Mention Code OCWKL when inquiring. Call today & save! 
*Se Habla Espanol** 


WANTED 


Radio Announcers / DJs • Talk Show 
Hosts • Interview Show Hosts 


No Exp Needed Free Training 


Break into broadcasting by producing / 
hosting shows for our radio stations. Earn 
$50-$200 or more per show. 
MANY OPENINGS NOW AVAILABLE 


24 Hr. Audition Line 

323-468-0080 • 714-991-1966 


ADVERTISE IN THE 


EH WEEKLY 


MEDICAL RESEARCH SECTION 


CALL 

714.550.5940 
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ildnal Chocolate 


FIRST TIME PATIENTS ? 

TOP SHELF - NO EXCLUSIONS 

WELCOMING YOU EVERYDAY <%* 

8AM-12AM MIDNIGHT • 714-558-7167 

1671 WEST KATELLA AVE., SUITE 130, ANAHEIM, 92802 


READERS’ POLL 
WINNER 

2013 
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GET READY NOW! 
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CODE: ‘NEWYEAR’ 

s Safe & Healthy 
s Medical Assisted 
s Rapid Weight Loss 
s Sustainable Results 
s Personalized Plans 






MEDICAL WEIGHT LOSS 


1-888-541-9754 | HCGTreatments.com 
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THURS. JAN. 2ND 


SCOTT 

MCLAUGHLIN 



l rnL jh " jnu 


THE GOOD 
FOOT 


CRIMSON 

CROWBAR 


» SUN. JAN. 5TH 


HUMBLE HOOLIGANS 4-7PM 

130 E17TH ST. COSTA MESA 1940.040.08551 WWW.HARPINN.COM 



We Smoke 






711 N PLACENTIA AVE 
FULLERTON, CA 92831 

{714} 646-9560 = 

OFF THE 57 FWY AND CHAPMAN IN FULLERTON ™ 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 11 TO 9 • SUNDAYS 11 TO 8 

CATERING AVAILABLE □ G yelp‘d 

8 TAP BEERS AND 28 CRAFT BEERS 




main 


organic juice bar 


Homemade Kombucha 
Smoothies 
Supplements 


NOW OPEN! 


5660 E. Pacific Coast Highway 
Long Beach, CA 90803 

(562) 498-8817 

www.mainsqueezejuicebar.com 


r 




teens' 


MENTION OC WEEKLY 


AND RECEIVE 


20% OFF 


YOUR LUNCH TAB 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 


(Ob!> 

Urol® s 5f e bS® 

ha, package 
drink SPE«^ S 


(714) 528-9150 
3159 YORBA LINDA BLVD • FULLERTON, CA 92831 



OCWEEKLY.COM 
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^Wishing 
*Long <Beach c4 
tVery *Happy 
cNew Wear 
(From *Blondie’s 



UuUehton’i, * ~'-T 35 B 
< 7]eiuext 
fSechet... 

HI A 

LIVE MUSIC 
JAN. 4TH! 

STARTING AT 8PM 

SAWRED tribute to SUBLIME 
LADEE DRED 
RED EYE REDEMPTION 
HIGH RIGHTS 
ORIGINAL DUB 


601 S. RAYMOND AVE, FULLERTON, CA 92831 ♦ 714- 871-7390 


We have 
Pac 12 Network 
and 

NFL Package 


Daily Food Dealz 
1 lam-11 pm: 

Mon - $1 Tacoz 
Tue - $1 Mini Dogz 
Wed - 50c Wingz 
and Bring a steak we grill it FREE 
Thur-$3 Burger 1/3 lb. 

Fri-FREE Fry Friday 
w/entree 


DOG Friendly Patio 


KITCHEN OPEN LATE TIL 11PM NIGHTLY • BAR OPEN TIL 2AM NIGHTLY 


Happy Hour 4-7pm Everyday 

• $4 Premium Cocktails 

• $5 La Crema Wine 

• $1 off all 20 oz drafts 



Kids’ Menu • Not Dogs Menu 
Take Out Area Open ‘Til 10pm Daily 

$2 Fish Taco Tiiesdayz 11 am-11 pm 
and Bring Your Own Fish 
We grill it free with $2 sides available 


2 DRINKS FOR THE PRICE OF 

Expires 12.31.14 

Serving 28° Beer • Full Liquor Bar 
Home of the 20oz. pint - “Too COLD TO HOLD 


5300 E. 2nd St. Belmont Shore • 562-433-3907 
Like us on Facebook. facebook.com/dogzbarandgrill • www.dogzbarandgrill.com 



Eat • Prink • Rock • Eat • Prink • Rock • Eat • Prink • Rock 

LONG BEACH’S BEST ROCK BAR 
IS NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH! 

STfiRTinGimm • frieiidly staff 

FOOD RTID DRinK SPECIRLS DRILY • LIVE EnTERTRinmEnT EVERY tdEEK 



LEE ADAMS 
AND THE 
DIRTYMARTINIS 

FRONT PORCH RODEO 
CREEK WOOD 
DULANEY & CO. 

JANUARY 10 
@ 7PM 
$7 COVER 

ORIGINAL 
NEO-LOUNGE 
AT ITS FINEST 


READERS' POLL 
WINNER 


HOURS: 

Mon - Fri 11am; 3-7pm Dinner Nightly 4pm 

HAPPY HOUR 
DAILY 3 - 6P 

DiPiazzas.com • 562-498-2461 
5205 E. PCH, Long Beach 


Eat • Prink • Rock • Eat • Prink • Rock • Eat • Prink • Rock 
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HARVELLE'S 

DOWNTOWN LONG BEACH 


Cj ?lint QQpVi (Satd, 

^QaLahd 


THE 

TOLEDO 

SHOW 

EVERY THURSDAY 

DOORS @ 8 
SHOW @ 9PM SHARP!! 


SEXY, SENSATIONAL, SINFULLY SATISFYING... 




"A high energy and 
unpredictable 
modern cabaret revue" 


FRIDAY 
JAN 3 rd 


ADVANCE TICKETS AT 
HARLOWGOLDSHOW.COM 


DOORS AT 8PM SHOW AT 9:30 


SOUL FOOD 
DINNER & 

BLUES SHOW 

Louisiana Style Soul Food & $7 
Frontline Blues show only -LxJ 

Early Show!! 

Doors at 4 
Show at 5 PM 


All Profits benefit 501(c) 3 Charities “Feed Your Soul” & 
“The Magic Music Foundation” 


NEW YEARS EVE w/ 


GET TICKETS ONLINE AT 

WWW.HARVELLES.COM 


ONLY BIKINI BAR 



H HUNTINGTON BKACH 

S' /\ / / Ih Bartender- 

( "/ )t&aAiw> ■ 


Bartender- 

BritirdUJillis 


LOUNGE 


I I AM-2AM 


EVERYDAY: 2 bottles for $7 Corona or Heineken 

MON: 2 for $7 (Stella, New Castle, 

Blue Moon, Shock Top & more...) 

TUES: FREE POOL 

J WED: $10 domestic pitchers (64oz) ; 


'fur 
wgroe 


Bartender 

Lauren, 


BEERS SERVED AT 37 DEGREES// 

16612 Beach Blvd Ste C, Huntington Be^^ 
facebook.com/DistractionsLoungeHBJR 


Bartender 


YOUR AD HERE! 


TARGET YOUR MARKET 


Long Beach, Seal Beach, Los Alamitos, 
Fullerton, Anaheim, Brea, Buena Park, 
Cerritos, Cypress, Yorba Linda 

CALL 714.550.5900 

H3WEEKLY 




GPH ONI 

full shou 

J. LINCOLN aVE. 
iEim, ca 9Baoi 

E: 714.63rE.6067 

J LIET: flLLfl6E6.com 

FR\ 

oi/ a ^ • 

W . A # 

sd 

\ 

^ o ^ 

m^L -=UJ 

j, Tfe<p= 

SLEEP FOR SLEEPERS 

THE WORKDAY RELEASE | REBEL REVIVE | KINGS | RICHARD SCHMIEG 

RESURI 

33 MAIN STREET 

REGION | SOURDOUGH | SHE IS THE SEA | THE CATCH 
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MEDICAL WEIGHT LOSS 


1-888-541-9754 | HCGTreatments.com 
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CjJU year-at 

THE GLEN 



GRAND OPENING 

DRINK SPECIALS DAILY! 

60 BEERS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

HOME OF THE GLEN BURGER 
& 11 OTHER GOURMET BURGERS 



'*-> < ASH 


V / ~~ H 

V 

L|V T -tT' 

Li Jg 



v r " 
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E-CIGARETTES • PERSONAL VAPORIZORS 
HUGE SELECTION OF E-LIQUIDS • BEGINNER AND ADVANCED VAPING KITS 


FREE 10ML E-JUICE asSSE 1 



Check Out Our Weekly Specials! Visit VaporSolutionsByJulie.com 

G 2060 S Euclid St #B, Anaheim, CA • 714.636.3180 H 



Daily Food Dealz 
1 lam-11 pm: 

Mon - $1 Tacoz 
Tue - $1 Mini Dogz 
Wed - 50c Wingz 
and Bring a steak we grill it FREE 
l Thur-$3 Burger 1/3 lb. J 

Fri - FREE Fry Friday 
w/entree 


We have 
Pac 12 Network 
and 

NFL Package y 


DOG Friendly Patio 


KITCHEN OPEN LATE TIL 11PM NIGHTLY • BAR OPEN TIL 2AM NIGHTLY 


Happy Hour 4-7pm Everyday 

• $4 Premium Cocktails 

• $5 La Crema Wine 
Si off all 20 oz drafts 



Kids’ Menu • Not Dogs Menu 
Take Out Area Open Til 10pm Daily 

$2 Fish Taco Tuesdayz 11 am-11 pm 
and Bring Your Own Fish 

We grill it free with $2 sides available 


2 DRINKS FOR THE PRICE OF 

Expires 12.31.14 

Serving 28° Beer • Full Liquor Bar 
Home of the 20oz. pint - “Too COLD TO HOLD 


5300 E. 2nd St. Belmont Shore • 562-433-3907 
Like us on Facebook. facebook.com/dogzbarandgrill • www.dogzbarandgrill.com 



YOUR AD HERE! 


TARGET YOUR MARKET 


Hurtington Beach, Fountain Valley, 
Garden Grove, Orange, Santa Ana, 
Westminster 

CALL 714.550.5900 
GHWEEKLY 




HARVELLE'S 

DOWNTOWN LONG BEACH 


S~Tint QQpVi (Scud, 

Sadism (^^jcde SdoJid 


THE 

TOLEDO 

SHOW 


SH( 

"J «W EVERY THl 

1 C 

/ ^ y SHOW @ 9P 

SEXY, SENSATIONAL, SINFULLY SATISFYING... 


EVERY THURSDAY 

DOORS @ 8 
SHOW @ 9PM SHARP!! 


irwTrufTOF 


"A high energy and 
unpredictable 
modern cabaret revue" 


FRIDAY 
JAN 3 rd 




ADVANCE TICKETS AT 
HARLOWGOLDSHOW.COM 


DOORS AT 8PM SHOW AT 9:30 

SOUL FOOD 
DINNER & 

BLUES SHOW 

Louisiana Style Soul Food & 
Frontline Blues show only -L\J 

Early Show!! 

Doors at 4 
Show at 5 PM 


All Profits benefit 501(c) 3 Charities “Feed Your Soul” & 
“The Magic Music Foundation” 


NEW YEARS EVE w/ 




GET TICKETS ONLINE AT 

WWW.HARVELLES.COM 
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UNIQUE, ONE OF A KIND GIFTS 


Personalize It! 



• Men's & Women's Gifts 

• Holiday Gifts 
•Wedding Gifts 

• Promotional Gifts 

• Executive Gifts 

• Drinkware 

• Home Decor 

• Sports Gifts 


OC ENGRAVING 

3400 Warner Ave, Suite J-l, Santa Ana, CA 92704 
714.546.8663 • www.ocengraving.com 


OC ENGRAVING 



HB’s BEST HAPPY HOUR 


$2 DOMESTIC PINTS HAPPY HOUR 

During All NFL Games 15 - 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Karaoke Night: Every Thursday at 9pm! 

Live Band Friday & Saturday at 9pm 

117 MAIN ST. HUNTINGTON BEACH (across from hb pier) * 714-960-9996 • PERQSBAR.COM 


on ail liquor 
$2.50 Domestic Drafts 
$3.00 Import Drafts! 

MONDAY-FRIDAY; 3PM?6PMl 
& ALL DAYWEDNESDAY 



SAME DAY POWDER COATING! 

Drive in - Drop Off - Pick up 
4 wheels for $480 


REFINISHING YOUR OUTDOOR FURNITURE, GATES & RAILINGS, 
COST EFFICIENT AND 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 



SAVE & RESTORE! 

FREE HOME ESTIMATES! 



ONLY BIKINI BAR 



M HUNTINCTON MACH 

S' ~f\ / / Bartender - 


Bartender- 

BritirdlUillis 


LOUNGE 


EVERYDAY: 2 bottles for $7 Corona or Heineken 

MON: 2 for $7 (Stella, New Castle, 

Blue Moon, Shock Top & more...) 

TUES: FREE POOL 

** 1 WED: $10 domestic pitchers (64oz) « 


Z&m/ 


Bartender 

Lauren 


BEERS SERVED AT 37 DEGREES!! 

16612 Beach Blvd Ste C, Huntington Be^^ 
facebook.com/DistractionsLoungeHBjH 


Bartender 


jickeh 



THU RSDAYS,FRI DAYS 

& SATURDAYS 

2968 RANDOLPH AVE 
COSTA MESA 

214- W/ID DJS NIGHTLY DRINK SPECIALS NEVER A COVER 


OCWEEKLY.COM 
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{ikangertech 


$5.00 OFF 

a purchase of 
$50 or more. 


from the SAN CLEMENTE 


in Orange County ; 


NOW CARRYING NEW JUICES! 


Golden Drops 


PureXTC 


ReHab2 


Witchers Brew 


Juice By Numbers 


401 S. El Camino Real, San Clemente, CA 
(949) 498-VAPE I www.scvapelounge.com 


|j[ICE 

* JJJjCE^ 

. i 

jyiOE^r. 
. *1 

W' jyiGb< | 

jr. 

m 







Hti 

BrH M'h'r’B 








■ ■ 




M 


ha| 

l°J®K 


16 january 3-9, 2014 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM THE SHORE! 



RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 

949.388.5898 • 201 AVENDIA DEL MAR 
THESHORESANCLEMENTE.COM 


THURS. JAN. 2ND 


SCOTT 

MCLAUGHLIN 



i rm - jhh jnu 


THE GOOD 
FOOT 


CRIMSON 

CROWBAR 


iSUN. JAN. 5TH 


HUMBLE HOOLIGANS 4-7PM 

130 E17TH ST. COSTA MESA 1 949.640.8855 1 WWW.HARPINN.COM 


YOUR AD HERE! 


TARGET YOUR MARKET 


Newport Beach, Costa Mesa, Laguna Beach, Tustin, 
irvine, San Clemente, San Juan Capistrano, Dana Point, 
Lake Forest, Mission Viejo, Rancho Santa Margarita 

CALL 714.550.5900 

OS WEEKLY 





714.573.2855 

13834 Red Hill Ave, Tustin 

Hours: Mon-Thu 11:30am- 9:30pm 
Fri-Sat 11:30am - 12:00am 
Sun ll:30am-9:00pm 


; MIDNIGHT MADNESS NOW ™ & S/WONLY 2 ^ 

I HAPPY HOURS: 9:20PM -12:00AM 

ALL SUSHI & ROLLS 

OFF + alcohol 

W ^except premium rolls 



OCWEEKLY.COM 
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» Prink • Rock • Eat • Prink • Rock • Eat • Prink« 

LONG BEACH’S BEST ROCK BAR 
IS NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH! 


bi STARTinG imm 

• FOOD AnD DRinK SPECIALS daily 

- 



f ,4 E-CIGARETTES • PERSONAL VAPORIZORS 
HUGE SELECTION OF E-LIQUIDS • BEGINNER AND ADVANCED VAPING KITS 


FREE 10ML E-JUICE 



Check Out Our Weekly Specials! Visit VaporSolutionsByJulie.com 

G 2060 S Euclid St #B, Anaheim, CA • 714.636.3180 Q 



THU RSDAYS,FRI DAYS 

& SATURDAYS 

2968 RANDOLPH AVE 
COSTA MESA 

21 + W/ID DJS NIGHTLY DRINK SPECIALS NEVER A COVER 



December {juice Specid! 

$20 FOR TWO 15ML 
$30 FOR ONE 30ML 



'^7 ^ 


ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES 
E-JUICE • STARTER KITS • DRIPTIPS 
ACCESSORIES FOR VAPING 

SPACE JAM JUICE • JETFUEL 
VILLAIN VAPORS • PARADISE VAPE 
HALO • SUICIDE BUNNY 
WITCHER’S BREW • AND MUCH MORE 



1 \ 
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Bartender 


■ li'ilJUll'IHUi'il 

nnril 120 S. Brea Blvd 

KKp|| Brea, CA 92821 

■■ ■ ■ 714 . 482.0700 


HB’s BEST HAPPY HOUR 


JAN 3 - 5 


ONLY BIKINI BAR 

IN HUNTINGTON BIACH 


Bartender- 


BritiniUJulis 


Bartender- 

Skylure 


LOUNGE 

I I AM-2AM 

EVERYDAY: 2 bottles for $7 Corona or Heineken 

MON: 2 for $7 (Stella, New Castle, 

Blue Moon, Shock Top & more...) 

TUES: FREE POOL 
WED: $10 domestic pitchers (64oz) 


roar 


to 






ALL GAMES, “ 

ALL THE TIME 

BEERS SERVED AT 37 DEGREESV 

16612 Beach Blvd Ste C, Huntington Be a^RI 
facebook.com/DistractionsLoungeHB “ 


-R\ D 


165& W. LINCOLN flUE. 
ANflHEim, Cfl 9BS01 
PHONE: 714.6ErE.6067 
FULL 6HOUU LI6T: flLLfl6E6.COm 




SLEEP FOR SLEEPERS 33 MAIN STREET 

THE WORKDAY RELEASE | REBEL REVIVE | KINGS | RICHARD SCHMIEG RESURRECTION | SOURDOUGH | SHE IS THE SEA | THE CATCH 


s 

JAN 9-12 

p 


$2 DOMESTIC PINTS HAPPY HOUR 


During All NFL Games 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Karaoke Night: Every Thursday at 9pm! 
Live Band Friday & Saturday at 9pm 


$2 off all liquor 
$2.50 Domestic Drafts 
$3.00 Import Drafts! 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 3PM-6PM 
& ALL DAYWEDNESDAY 


117 MAIN ST. HUNTINGTON BEACH (across from hb pier) • 714 


-960-9996 < 


PERQSBAR.COM 
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ZONE PAGES 


TO VIEW THE ZONE PAGES FOR 
YOUR AREA, PLEASE FLIP TO 
THE BACK OF THIS BOOK. 
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